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February 11 - SAL Sweetheart Dance
March 10 - General membership meeting, new member initiation and recognition of 50+ year members.

March 10-12 - Spring Conference at Virginia Beach
March 18 - Past Commander’s/Legion Birthday Observance
March 29 - AARP Smart Driver Class
April 5 - Boys State Interviews, 6:30PM
April 7 - All Scholarship applications due. NO EXCEPTIONS!
June 7 - Boys State Orientation.
June 18 - Boys and Girls State sendoff at Post home

July 13-16 - State Convention at Dulles

MEETINGS
General Membership (Post 284)
Executive Committee Meeting (Post 284)
Auxiliary Membership (Unit 284)
S.A.L. Membership (Squadron 284)
American Legion Riders
Jr. Auxiliary Meeting

2nd Thursday 7:30 PM
Last Thursday 7:30 PM
2nd Wednesday 7:30 PM
3rd Wednesday 7:30 PM
1st Tuesday 6:30 PM
2nd Thursday 7:00 PM

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
To Rick Oertel at 804-520-2338 or adj.post284@gmail.com

Queen of Hearts drawing
at Topside every Friday,
5 - 7 PM.

Building Rental Info: Contact Bill Feasenmyer at 337-8753 (cell)
NEWS & VIEWS EMAIL:
post284news@gmail.com Attn: Editor
POST WEBSITE: http://alpost284.x10host.com/
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Post 284 Building & Grounds Report
As some projects come to a close, others are undertaken by your Building
& Grounds Committee. We are coming to a close on the Bingo Hall renovations,
in January we finished the stage painting and by February we will have the Bingo
office finished and final touches in the hall itself. This has been a almost yearlong
project but the final result is a very nice, clean and up to date hall. Many other
projects in and around the hall are being looked at for the 2017 work year.
One of the projects that started in the planning stages 16 months ago had
groundbreaking right before the end of 2016 and by the end of January 2017, is
reforming the top of the hill! This project started when a boy scout looking for a
Eagle Scout project talked with us about the post needs, he wanted to do something for veterans! The Dignified Flag Disposal Area idea was formed. Tasked
with getting community support he found a "sponsor" who after more than a year
of legwork between them, had confirmed about a half a dozen companies to volunteer helping him complete this task. With landscapers helping clear dirt, lay
base and teach him the basics on how this will work, he set off getting over 16
local scouts to come out over several weekends and with the landscapers build the
walls, pit and maybe by this publishing, lay the floor. This will be a premier Dignified Flag Disposal area and will have a dedication ceremony late spring or early
summer. A full accounting of companies donating time and labor and materials
shall be published separately in a later News and Views and I can highly recommend all of them for excellent work and class. A huge thank you to Boy Scout
Tommy Colletti, the grandson of one of our Legion members. This project should
secure him Eagle Scout and join an elite brotherhood of Eagle Scouts.
Come out and help us February 11th for our membership breakfast and
post cleanup. We will again be in the hall cleaning as of this writing. Just like
your own home, your post home needs a spring clean, every spring! Bathrooms
get a clean every event but need a detail at least once a year, same for the kitchen
and other areas of the hall. Come out and make our post home a place to be proud
to be called your post home.
Michael Latham
Building & Grounds Chairman

Boys State 2017 is almost here! Contact Bob Shumar if you
want to be part of this exciting, life changing Legion
Program. Interviews will be on 5 April at 6:30PM at
the post home. The program needs more counselors at
Radford U. See Bob Shumar if interested.
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Winter in Virginia will always come in various conditions. From
snow up to 8 inches to 72 degree days.
I hope everyone understands that when we close the Post due to
snow and ice it is for our member's safety.
January started out great with those attending sharing they had enjoyed the New Year’s Eve Party at the Post. The snow hit and really made
the City Point National Cemetery look beautiful with the wreaths on ALL
the headstones. We did retrieve them and with all the help it just about
took as little time as it did to put them out.
Our electronic gaming supplier held a Member Appreciation night
at Topside and it was well attended. They really put on a great time and
lucky winners went away with gift cards and even a 55in TV!
Don’t forget our Riders are hosting Queen of Hearts night every
Friday night from 5 to 7 p.m. and have already had a big money winner.
Our Eagle Scout has started his project of a flag disposal pit up on
the hill and with weather permitting it will be completed by March 1st.
January is always the start of the General Assembly in Richmond. I
hope everyone got out to join in on the Day on the Hill and show them we
support our veteran’s rights.
We also got to hold a dignified flag disposal at Post 354 since we
have accumulated more retired flags than we can store. Hopefully the next
one will be held at our Post in June at our new site.
We will be hosting the 4 Chaplains Memorial Service at the Post
home on February 5th at 2pm. This is a very humbling service and if you
haven't attended this ceremony I highly recommend you come out to attend this one.
The committees of the Post are always looking for more volunteers. I hope when you join our organization this is something you have on
you mind "I want to get involved ". There is a list in the front of the News
and Views of all the officers and some committee chairman. Give me a
call and I can put you in touch with the right person. And as always tell
your friends about all we do a sign up a new member.
Keep an eye on the calendar for any events coming up and don’t
forget to come out to the meetings of the Post membership.
For God and Country
George Ahrend Commander Post 284
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Auxiliary Unit 284
“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great
love ...” Some say this quote may or may not be attributed to Mother Theresa…but no matter who said it, we all know it’s the little things that count. A
special THANK YOU to all our Auxiliary sisters who volunteer at BINGO.
The safety of our members is most important so January’s snowstorm prevented us from having our meeting. Please keep your email/phone numbers
updated so we can get information like this to you quickly.
As mentioned last month, Hilda Hubbard, a member for 70 years, was the
first president of Unit 284 and we were hoping she would have attended our
Past Presidents Dinner next month. I am sad to report that Hilda passed away
and we will drape the Charter for her at our next meeting.
Our next meeting will be on February 8 and our dinner will be served
(6:45pm) by our own Legionnaires. It’s time again for the S.A.L. Sweetheart
Dance February 11. Check with a S.A.L. member for tickets.
Americanism Betty Haney is in need of volunteers for the FLAGS FOR 1st
GRADERS program. During February and March 40&8 and ALA members
visit local schools teaching thousands of 1st grade students flag etiquette.
Please contact Betty 732-6229 or wrhbkh47@yahoo.com for more information. Transportation is provided to the schools from the post.

Post 284 Legion Scholarship
Colonial Heights American Legion Post 284 is accepting Scholarship
applications for the 2017-2018 school year. Instructions and applications are located on the American Legion Website: http://
alpost284.x10host.com/ , in the “Forms/Miscellaneous Downloads”
section. The completed application and required documentation are
due to the American Legion Scholarship Chairman by Friday, 7 April
2017 (NO Exceptions!). Applications include a complete application
and the essay indicated on the instruction sheet. Complete applications
can be mailed (see instructions for address) or emailed to the Scholarship Chairman, John G Woyansky (woyanskyjg@msn.com).
V/r,

John G Woyansky
Vice Commander American Legion Post 284
Post Scholarship Chairman
Post VWC Chairperson
(804) 301-7990

AL and ALA Unit 284 2017 scholarship information is located in this
month’s News & Views and the Post website: http://alpost284.x10host.com/
Please contact ALA 284 Education chairman Beth Shumar for more information 804-765-0767.
The Spring Conference in Virginia Beach will be March 10-12. Registration
forms can be found at: http://valegion.org/?page_id=137

Susan Oertel
President Unit 284
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American Legion Auxiliary Unit 284 Scholarships
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 284 is pleased to announce the following three
Unit 284 scholarships for the college school year 2017-2018.
Unit 284 Auxiliary Scholarship ($500.00) for a child or gr andchild of an Auxiliar y
member graduating from an accredited high school. For the student to be eligible, the
284 Auxiliary member must be a current member in good standing and have been a
member for at least three consecutive years. This application will be available from the
Post website: http://alpost284.x10host.com/ (under Forms/Miscellaneous Downloads).
Elsie Ford Medical Profession Scholarship ($500.00) is available to a student pur suing a career in the medical profession. Applicants must be in their senior year at one of
the following area high schools: Colonial Heights, Matoaca, or Thomas Dale. This application will be available from the school’s guidance department or from the Post website:
http://alpost284.x10host.com/ (under Forms/ Miscellaneous Downloads).
High School Scholarship ($500.00) is offer ed to a student gr aduating fr om one of
the following area high schools: Colonial Heights, Matoaca, or Thomas Dale. This application will also be available from the school’s guidance department or from the Post
website: http://alpost284.x10host.com/ (under Forms/Miscellaneous Downloads).
Applications for the above Unit scholarships are to be returned to the ALA Unit 284 Education Chairman (Beth Shumar) via email at: ala284scholarship@gmail.com and must
be received no later than April 7, 2017. Subject line must contain ALA 284 - 20172018 scholarship application along with the scholarship name you ar e applying for .
Students may apply for each scholarship applicable however; no applicant will be awarded multiple Unit scholarships. Regular mail or hand delivered applications will not be
accepted. Incomplete applications will not be considered.
Department of Virginia scholarship information, eligibility requirements, and applications can be found on the Post website: http://alpost284.x10host.com/ (under Forms/
Miscellaneous Downloads). Applications must be returned to the applicants’ community
ALA Unit President. One application per Unit will be chosen for submission to the Department Education Chairman.
National scholarship information can be found on the website: https://
www.alaforveterans.org/Resources/ Scholarships-and-Education/. Applications can also
be found on the Post web site: http://alpost284.x10host.com/ (under Forms/ Miscellaneous Downloads). If there are any discrepancies between the Post and National websites,
the National website supersedes. Applications must be returned to the applicants’ community ALA Unit President. One application per Unit will be chosen for submission to
the Department Secretary.
Please note that Department and National scholarships have different deadlines.
For more information, contact: Beth Shumar, ALA Unit 284 Education
Chairman, at ala284scholarship@gmail.com.
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SAL Squadron 284
January was a slow and snowy month for your Squadron 284 Sons, although we closed out
the month by planning a number of events for the spring!
February hits hard on Saturday the 4th with cooking breakfast and lunch for our shoppers at
the craft-sale/yard-sale at the Legion home. This sale is a fundraiser for the Legion so help
support it by getting a space, or just dropping by the newly renovated hall and browse all
the great things on sale! Last year’s sale found a full house of sellers with a huge variety of
things under the sun, too many cool items were on display to list. So, come hungry and go
away full and with some neat stuff!

The following weekend, Saturday February 11th, is our annual Sweetheart Dance from 8pm
-midnight with music by the "Bustin Loose Band". Get your tickets at Topside or from any
Sons member, or between 5-7 Monday and Fridays at Bingo from a Son working Bingo!
This has always been a fun party for all sweethearts and singles alike! Bring a date or a
bunch of friends. Light snacks available, beer, wine and shots at bar, or BYOB and setups if
you prefer. A great dance band means a wonderful evening dancing cheek to cheek, or boogieing on down!
We shall finish the month off with our flag program starting on February 20th, Presidents
Day! If you patronize a business on the Boulevard, Temple or Ellerslie and they do not put
a flag out on the major holidays, tell them that the Squadron at 284 can! Carl Brandt has
headed this program for years and can be found in the bingo kitchen most Mondays and
Fridays, or get a hold of myself and we can contact your business.
We left March alone for now with the Spring Conference and Legion Birthday events, but
we shall be at both with bells on.
April has Linwood's Famous Boston Butts on the 8th, and a Spaghetti dinner fundraiser for
Special Olympics and another worthy cause TBD on April 18th.
A major announcement now, Squadron 284 will be starting a Jr. Sons for all of our newborns to 18yr olds in our squadron, or for members with sons and grandson in this age
group. This Jr. program is nationwide, just not much in Virginia. We will be the first squadron that we know of developing a Jr. Squadron. If you have sons, grandsons that can enter
this program get with myself or Joe Gallagher, a 284 member and detachment Children and
Youth! Our first Jr. meeting will be March 14th at 7pm, right before the Squadron meeting
and dinner! We shall also be participating in a Jr Sons meeting and entertainment at the
Spring Conference!

All along we are doing our scholarship awards and getting ready to support Boy and Girls
State!
Michael Latham
804-835-3299c
SAL Commander 2016/2017
Squadron 284
Building & Grounds Chairman
Post 284
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Southern Virginia Chapter
of the

Post 284 members out and about...

American Legion Riders

Greetings and Happy New Year~
Well, my first month as Director is behind me and we have been busy.

We held our annual Polar Bear Ride on Sunday January 1st and even
though it was cold we had a great turn out. Thank you to all that participated and were in attendance. Hope all have thawed out.
On Friday nights at the Topside the American Legion Riders is holding
the Queen of Hearts from 5-7pm. Please come out to support the Riders
and the Topside. It has been a wonderful event with Betty Perkins winning our very first game on January 6th. Congratulate Betty the next
time you see her. Hope to see you all there!
The second weekend of the month was extremely busy for the American
Legion Riders. Our first event was the Queen of Hearts on Friday night,
Saturday morning we participated in the gathering and disposal of the
over 5000 wreaths at City Point National Cemetery that were placed in
December as a part of the “Wreaths Across America” ceremony, followed by the membership appreciation event at the Topside that evening
and a memorial on Sunday.

Post 284 and Department members in Kirk Cox’s office during “Day on the Hill.”

On Sunday January 15th at Post 2 in Petersburg a memorial was held for
past Commander and American Legion Rider, John McCrae. Thanks to
all who participated in honoring his memory with his family and friends.
Phillip Vaughan
SVALR Director

New fire pit on top of the hill at the post to use for flag disposals. This is an Eagle Scout
project of Tommy Colletti, grandson of Tom Colletti, a member of our Post. Come out
and check it out!
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Chaplain’s Report
Changes of address:
Changes of address should be submitted to the Adjutant as soon as
known. The Adjutant can and will make the changes at National for
you. Address changes can be submitted to adj.post284@gmail.com; sent
to American Legion Post 284, Attn: Adjutant, PO Box 57, Col Heights,
23834-0057; or submitted to the Adjutant by phone message,
804-520-2338.

If you wish to be on the Post e-mail distribution list and receive items of
general interest to Veterans and their families, please send an e-mail to
adj.post284@gmail.com and r equest to be added. Messages ar e sent
out via blind copy and you may be removed at any time if you request.

Announcement to all Legionaires! The annual "Four Chaplain's Service" will be held on February 5 @ 2:00 in the post meeting hall. Your
attendance will be greatly appreciated.
The following items are some of the things I accomplished this past
month. During the end of December, I conducted a wedding ceremony
for Jim Althouse. Him and his bride were excited about the occasion. They went on an awesome honeymoon. Let us congratulate
them!!
Next, I took some Bibles and flag covers to the funeral homes for our
late Legionaire's families. We need to continue to pray for their comfort during these times.
Next, I called a spoke with Mrs. Pruett about her husband "Bud", he is
not doing so well; they need our prayers. I told her that I would visit
them very soon.

Rehabilitation Information
Anyone who would like to join us is more than welcome! We are always in need of volunteers at McGuire. We go up every Sunday. On the
first, third and fifth Sunday of each month we meet at 8AM and have a
delicious breakfast. On all Sundays we leave the Post at 9AM for
McGuire in the Post van. Contact Bill Shill at 218-1198 for details.

Finally, I ordered some inserts for the Ladies Auxiliary.
***"A person who walks with God is always moving in the right direction." by Roy Lessin***
- Rev Gibson

Service Officer

For all Service Officer needs and inquiries,
please call
Lou Vallette at 804-721-8275.
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY,
Lou Vallette, Service Officer, Post 284
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Notice: Airplane rides for kids, 8 to 17 years,
(with parent's written permission)….. No
charge!

********************
If interested, read the information found on the
Young Eagles web site below to appreciate the value of the program.
Interested persons should:
1st. Visit the www.youngeagles.com web site for
detailed information, and
2nd. See your local representative, Art Winbourne
at the Topside for additional information or email
win1599@verizon.net."
Please contact me if you have any
questions!
Art Winbourne
Retired commercial pilot
38 year post 284 member
8
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Post 284

Topside Lounge
Feb 4

February Dinner Specials

Stuffed green peppers, salad and garlic bread

6.95

Feb 11 Sweetheart Dance Special: Ribeye Steak, baked potato & salad
Make your reservations early
2 for $20
Feb 18 Chicken Chesapeake, salad and roll
9.95
Feb 25 BBQ Ribs, baked beans, cole slaw

10.95

All dinner specials include coffee or tea. Specials are in addition to our regular menu items and are subject to change
and may have limited quantities based on availability.

DAILY SPECIALS
Sunday: 2 topping Medium Pizza $5
Monday: Hot Dogs $1
1st & 3rd Tuesday: Shrimp .30 each
2nd & 4th Tuesday: Pasta (price varies)
Wednesday: Tacos $1
Thursday: Wings .30 each
Special notice: All to go orders on daily specials will be limited to 20 pieces.
This is to ensure that we have enough of special items to accommodate all
patrons. Thank you for your understanding.

NOTICE:

Friday Night Specials

Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24

Feb 2:
Feb 4:
Feb 11:
Feb 16:
Feb 18:
Feb 25:

Hot Italian Sub, fries
Fish and Chips
Pizza Casserole
Chili & Cornbread

Due to increases in food/drink costs
the following prices will be
effective 2.1.17
Draft beer 1.75, pitcher 7.00
____________
Effective 3.1.17
Wings and shrimp
.40 each

$5
$5
$5
$5

Entertainment Schedule
Open mic with John Stevens
Free jukebox night
No entertainment/Sweetheart Dance
Open mic with John Stevens
Karaoke with Lynne Carnes
Karaoke with David Allen

We will no longer have happy hour Monday through Friday .
Happy hour prices will be for ALL DAY SUNDAY only
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Fellow Legionaries,
Due to family health issues, Tonya Meunier will no longer be handling Legion Membership issues. Please email, text or call your interim Membership Chairman William (Bill) Shill at wshill@ymail.com
or 804-218-1198, if you have any questions concerning membership
of Legionnaires.
Thanks to Lou Vallette(x2), Howard Scott, The Commander, Bill
Haney, Ed Haynes, Tonya Meunier, Phil Vaughn(x2) and Bart Horan
for recruiting members last month. We sincerely appreciate it.
Please keep after your friends, neighbors and relatives. Tell them why
we are the best post around. We give more and we do more for Veterans, the community and their families.
PUFL = Paid Up For Life = Money and Time saved.
This method of paying your dues is now available on-line. If interested and you do not have the internet available, please feel free to call
me for more information and application.
Feel free to contact me if you know of any event in the area that may
attract a number of veterans. We will try to be there for them.
Very respectfully,

William Shill
American Legion Post 284
Interim Membership Chairman
804-218-1198
wshill@ymail.com
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FEBRUARY

2017

DAILY TOPSIDE HOURS OF OPERATION

2-8 PM

Sun

2-9 PM

2-9 PM

2-9
9 PM

2 PM
2-9

2-11 PM

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Building &
Grounds
Meeting
6:30PM

1

4 Chaplain’s
Service 2PM
Stew pickup

5

McGuire Breakfast 8AM

12

McGuire
Breakfast
8AM

19

B
I
N
G
O

6

7

ALR Mtg 6:30PM

B
I
N
G
O

13

14
Valentine’s Day

B
I
N
G
O

20

Auxiliary Mtg
7:30PM
Jr Auxiliary Mtg

8

15
SAL Mtg 7:30PM

21

22

Leadership
Meeting 6PM
Chem 40/8
7:30PM

Legion Meeting
7:30PM
Dinner - 6:30PM

Prom
40/8
7:30PM

Finance Comm
6:45PM
Exec Mtg
7:30PM

2

9

16

23

Presidents Day

MARCH

26

B
I
N
G
O

27

28

B
I
N
G
O

1

10

B
I
N
G
O

*** BINGO: Doors open at 5PM; games begin at 7PM***

Membership
Breakfast 7-8AM
& Post Cleanup

11

B
I
N
G
O

17

18

24

25

MARCH

2

4

Brunswick Stew
pickup 6PM

SAL Sweetheart
Dance!

MARCH

3

B
I
N
G
O

*** Queen of Hearts drawing @ Topside, Friday 5-7PM***
5
10

Sat

3

B
I
N
G
O

MARCH

2-11 PM
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