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AMERICAN LEGION POST 284 

NEWS AND VIEWS • SEPTEMBER 2018 

- COMMANDER’S MESSAGE - 

 

- MONTHLY MEETINGS - 

American Legion Riders             1st Tuesday, 6:30 PM 

Auxiliary Membership (Unit 284)      2nd Wednesday, 7:00 PM 

General Membership (Post 284)         2nd Thursday, 7:30 PM 

S.A.L. Membership (Squadron 284)       3rd Wednesday, 6:30PM 

Executive Committee Meeting (Post 284)        Last Thursday, 7:30 PM 

 

 

Fellow Legionnaires, 

 

August all but flew by and we’re into September and a new school year for many  

parents and grandparents. My wife Lari and I spent half of August with our youngest 

son and his wife who had their second child. Matt is an Infantry Observer Controller at 

Camp Atterbury south of Indianapolis; he helps train ARMY Guard and Reserve units 

who are in the rotation cycle for deployments. 

 

At the 9 AUGUST General Membership meeting we presented the Awards and 

Certificates to the appropriate committee chairmen that were discussed in the August 

News & Views and awarded at the Department Convention in July; these awards will 

be displayed in the Post hall by early September. 

  

If you came out to support the Colonial Heights community “Back to School Night” on 23 August, thank 

you. And special thanks to Jerry Chenault for keeping our Post 284 Children and Youth Program focused 

on the right stuff.  

 

As always, please come out and support our Post BINGO operations every Monday and Friday evenings. 

Most of the good charitable work we do at our Post, comes from the funds generated by BINGO. 

Please come out and support our Post picnic for the patients and staff at McGuire Veterans Center on the 

15th of September. 

 

As lead up to the 100th Anniversary of Veterans Day (previously known as Armistice Day) on                

11 November, we will hopefully have some additional Centennial pre-events in October to celebrate the 

legacy of those Americans that served during World War I. 

 

Our Legion Family of Post 284 wishes everyone a safe month of September and into the start of the new 

school year as well. God bless those serving in our Armed Forces and God bless the USA. 

 

 

John G. Woyansky 

Commander American Legion Post 284  

CDR.Post284@gmail.com 

(804) 301-7990  



Commander                    John Woyansky
         804-301-7990 
 
First Vice Commander       Adrian “Skip” Klaas 
         804-469-5414 
 
Second Vice Commander            Louis M. “Lou” Vallette 
        804-721-8275 
 
Adjutant             Richard C. “Rick” Oertel 
         804-520-2338 
 
Chaplain      William H. Gibson III 
       804-536-1125 
 
Finance Officer        William “Bill” Feasenmyer 
         804-337-8753 
 
Asst Finance Officer                Timothy “Tim” Farley 
         804-526-6611 
 
Judge Advocate         Jim Althouse 
         804-516-4534 
 
Service Officer            Andre Holcomb 
                   804– 896-4627 
 
Historian             Jesse Stacy 
         954-536-9501 
 
Mass Media & Comm        Doug Osborn 
         703-200-0543 
 
Athletic Officer               Bill Shill 
         804-218-1198 
 
Sgt-at-Arms            Robert G. Emerick 
                 James “Lee” Lipscomb 

 

AUXILIARY UNIT 284 
President          Nalena Klaas 
         804-469-5414 

 

S.A.L. SQUADRON 284 
Commander         Joe Gallagher
         804-836-3046  

Southern VA Chapter, ALR 
Director           Carlton Drummond 

- POST OFFICERS - - UPCOMING EVENTS - 

 

 

 

 

 

News & Views is the publication of Colonial Heights Post No. 284, The 

American Legion, Department of Virginia. The purpose of this newsletter is 

to keep all members of Post No. 284 informed about activities at their Post. 

The Legion Home telephone is 526-4167. Address comments to the Editor, 

PO Box 57, Colonial Heights, VA 23834. 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  

To Rick Oertel at 804-520-2338 or 

adj.post284@gmail.com 

 

Building Rental Info: Contact Bill Feasenmyer 

at 337-8753 (cell) 

 

NEWS & VIEWS : 

Doug Osborn, Editor 

Osborn.douglas@gmail.com 

 
POST WEBSITE: http://alpost284.x10host.com 

- MEMBERSHIP - 
Greetings Legionaries, 

  

Thank you and a Shout Out to Howard Scott, Lou Vallette, 

Tommy Zadick, Rick Oertel, Robert Harrison and Mike  

Cummings for recruiting new members. Awesome! This is 

how we will reach 100% again. 

 

The Early Bird renewal period is still in force. Early Bird runs 

up to 30 September. All renewals received by 30 September 

will have the Early Bird stamp on your membership card. As 

of this writing, I have processed over 450 renewals and we 

have 156 Paid Up For Life members, putting our 2019  

membership over 600. This is a nice start to the year. Our 

100% goal is to hit 1076 members. Our current goal is 50% of 

that number by 5 September. I think we hit that number, with 

a little room to spare. 

 

We took home some nice awards for membership in 2018, 

including a new streamer for our flag. I want another streamer 

this year. Renew now and help put us on track for another 

successful year. 

 

The Southern Knights Cruisers Car Show at Richard Bland 

College was moved to 6 October. This event is a nice place to 

recruit new members and represent your post. Come join us 

that Saturday for a few hours, meet some nice people, talk 

about your time in service, or whatever you find interesting 

about why you are a member. You would be surprised at how 

a simple act is enough to make a new friend, and hopefully a 

new member. Give me a text or a call at the number below, 

and get the info on how/where to attend. BTW, it’s FREE! 

The show was originally scheduled for the 4th of August. If 

you are subscribed to our Mobile Alerts, you should have  

received immediate notice of the schedule change. 

 

Volunteers are always needed for one event or another. Get 

involved, be a part of the team. Always remember this is a 

“Service Organization”.  Most volunteer events normally take 

2-3 hours. The rewards and satisfaction you receive by giving 

back will last you a lifetime. I’ll see you at the next event. 

 

Stay informed, subscribe to our “Mobile Alerts,” I highly  

recommend joining this service by texting “POST284” to 

33222. It’s free, and we plan to only send about two messages 

per month  

 

Renew online at www.Legion.org/renew. Its fast, it’s easy, 

you can do it from your Smart Phone.  

  

Respectfully, 

  

Bret O. Bordwell 

American Legion Post 284 

Membership Chairman 

bret@bordwell.com 

- SAL SQUADRON 284 - 

Here we are in September and the Summer is all but gone.  
 
August saw many of the SAL attending Legion College, as 
well as going to National Convention.   
 
We spent a great deal of our meeting in August planning out 
the events for the next few months.   Events like Back to 
School night, Putting out Flags for Labor Day and Patriots 
Day on 9/11.  The Colonial Heights Night Out is coming up 
in October. Stay tuned as somewhere in this time frame will 
be a SAL fund raiser occurring. 
 
The Southern Knights Car show we always cook at held the 
first weekend of August was postponed this year due to the 
wet conditions from all the rain we have been experiencing. 
It will now be held the first Saturday in October and your 
SAL will be there cooking, so come out to Richard Bland, 
enjoy the car show and have some good food while        
supporting the 284 SAL.   
 
November will bring our Semi-Annual Butt sale, stay tuned 
as the date, and the tickets will be coming soon so you can 
reserve yours early.   
 
Were you aware the Detachment of Virginia now has the 
Leading Candidate for National Commander of the SAL for 
next year?  Clint Bolt is our candidate and we are all thrilled 
Clint will be National Commander next year. This will 
make two years in a row Virginia has produced a National 
Commander in the Legion family.  On September 29 many 
of us in the SAL will be going up to a huge fund raiser in 
the Quantico area.  If you would care to join us in this great 
event, please let Joe Gallagher or Linwood Moore know 
and we will provide you the details.   
 
Membership is always an important part of our entire    
family, so if you haven’t renewed or you know someone 
who qualifies to be a part of the Legion family then lets get 
them renewed or signed up.   
 
 
MAY GOD BLESS AMERICA, and protect her Active 
Duty Military.  
 
For God and Country 
The Squadron of 284 
 & Joe Gallagher Commander SAL 284 
   
 

September 4 

6:30pm American Legion Riders Meeting 
 

September 8 

7am Breakfast; 8am Post Clean-up; 5pm Topside Outside 
 

September 9 

2:30pm Bingo at McGuire (ALA) 

 

September 12 

7:00pm  Auxiliary Membership Meeting  

 

September 13 

7:30pm A.L. General Membership Meeting 

 6:30pm Dinner 

 

September 15 

11am-3pm -McGuire Vets Center Picnic     

 

September 19 

6:30pm SAL Squadron 284 Meeting 

  

September 27 

Executive Committee Meeting 



- BUILDING & GROUNDS - 

Rain rain go away, come back another day! I guess I should 
be more specific, come back another year! It seems like it 
has done nothing but rain this spring and summer making 
outdoor work both next to impossible and/or just miserably 
humid. Well, we have to try again in September, outside 
work!  
 
September 8th is both a Post Clean-Up day and a Topside  
Outside day, so after a hearty breakfast from 7-8:30am, we 
will be blowing and sweeping the deck, cleaning under the 
pavilion and general outside cleaning to spruce up for a 
good Topside Outside evening! Depending on turnout we 
might finally get to changing the AC filter too! Spraying the 
side of the building with the nutsedge also needs to be done! 
A full, but short list folks! Something for everyone to do. 
 
Michael Latham 
804-835-3299c 
signdogopie@aol.com 
Building & Grounds Chairman Post 284 
SAL 1st Vice Commander/Membership 2017/2018 
 

AARP SMART DRIVER CLASSES AT 284 

 
Sept 26, 2018 
Nov 28, 2018 

 
Participants over 55 get an insurance 

discount if they take the course. Classes start 
at 9 a.m. a.m. on the above dates and last for 

8 hours. Bring along a bag lunch. 
 

Contact Raymond Spalek for 
registration or information 

804-526-2668 

I cannot believe that the summer is over already and school has started again.  I hope everyone had a fantastic 

summer with lots of fun.  Unfortunately, now it’s time to get back to work.   

 

Our Children & Youth and Education Chairmen are working together to collect school supplies.  There are 

boxes located at the Legion Hall, one in the entry to the Main Hall and one in the entrance to Topside.  You 

can put your donation in either box and they will be collected by our Chairmen throughout the next few 

months.  Schools receive a lot of donations at the beginning of the school year but most of these items run out 

by the time Christmas break comes around.  The supplies being collected now will be put in storage until 

school starts up again in January and then distributed to area schools.   

 

Our Junior Auxiliary will meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm.  The location for Junior meetings 

is the Administrative Building on top of the hill.  If you would like further information, contact the Unit 284 

Junior Activities Chairman, Tina Price at juspche2u@gmail.com.   

 

Committee Chairs that are still needed are Americanism, Constitution & Bylaws, Legislative, National  

Security, Parliamentarian, Poppies, VA&R and Ways & Means.  All Committees are important.  Unit 284 is a 

leader in the state in receiving awards for helping our active duty, veterans, their families and the local  

community.   Please consider volunteering for one of these.  We would like to form Committees for the Poppy 

and VA&R programs if we have enough people volunteer to help.   

 

Hope to see all of you at the first meeting of the new year on 12 September.  Executive meeting at 6:00pm,  

Social time (desserts only) at 6:30pm and the General Membership meeting at 7:00pm.   

 

Other upcoming events are:  

September 9:  Bingo at McGuire (2:30pm)  

September 11:  First Responders Appreciation Day  

September 12:  ALA General Membership Meeting – 7:00pm (desserts at 6:30pm)  

September 15:  AL McGuire Picnic – 9:30am (arrive)-11:00am (serve patients)  

October 26-28:  AL VA Department Conference, Doubletree Hotel, Williamsburg  

October 31:  Halloween in the Park, Colonial Heights  

November 11:  Veterans Day  

November 18:  ALA Bingo Fundraiser, Legion Hall (1:00pm-5:00pm)  

 

For God and Country,  

President Nalena Klaas, Unit 284  

(804) 469-5414  
  

- AUXILIARY UNIT 284 - 

Commander Woyansky receiving Certificate of Appreciation from 

Francis Mitchell, 80th Training Commands Family Readiness . 

On Tuesday August 14th American Legion Post 284   

Commander John Woyansky and Doug Osborn participated 

in the 80th Training Command’s Family Readiness Liaison 

(FRL) Training and Community Partnership Forum in the 

Frank Lotts Center, Defense Supply Center Richmond, VA. 

The forum, organized by the 80th TC’s Family Readiness 

Support Staff provided approximately 45 Leaders and   

Soldiers based throughout the United States the opportunity 

to learn about resources they may find in their home    

communities. In addition to the American Legion, other 

community partner organizations in attendance were Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of America; Employer Support of the 

Guard and Reserve (ESGR); Navy Federal Credit Union; 

Virginia Department of Veteran Services; Morale, Welfare 

& Recreation (MWR) Defense Logistics Agency; Human 

Performance Resource Center; and the USO. A briefing by 

Dr. Alvin Moore, Suicide Prevention Program Manager for 

the 80th TC was provided which gave the leaders the most 

current information of suicide statistics in the military, and 

an overview of assisting those Soldiers who may be at risk. 

LTC Alexia Fields, Commander of the 8/80th              

Quartermaster Battalion, 1st Brigade was encouraged by 

the information provided. She noted the session was     

helpful, and she looked forward to the opportunity to      

interact with community partners – including American 

Legion Post 284. 

Representation from the 284 Legion Family at the 2018 Legion College. Left to Right: Linwood Moore; 

Rose Moore; Bill Feasenmyer; Rick Oertel; Skip Klaas; Jeff Lee; and Kevin Chaplin. 



SOUTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER OF 

THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

Greetings All, 
 
First of all this has been a busy month. On behalf of the American Legion Rider’s, we would like to thank the 
American Legion family for your support of the Virginia in State Legacy Run.  
 
The 13th Annual National Legacy Run began on August 18th, and we were represented by Skip and Nalena Klaas, 
Randy Gunn, Elizabeth Alley and Sammy Granderson.  The ride started in Fort Dodge, Kansas and finished in 
Minneapolis, MN.  They made stops for wreath laying, and visited wounded warriors along the way.  Next month 
we will have details about how the ride went so stay tuned. 
 
The drawing for the latest gun raffle was held on 8/7/18 for a Kimber pistol.  Congratulations to the winner, 
Charles Grietzer, and to James Bolton for selling the winning ticket.  Stay tuned for our next gun raffle.     
 
A group of American Legion Rider’s went to Military appreciation night at the Diamond; we had members from 
Post 284, 146 and 2.  There was a parade around the baseball field on the bikes with Nutzy leading the way, cere-
monies before and after the game, dinner and amazing fireworks. If you have never been to this event try to attend 
next year, you won’t regret it. 
 
Elections are just around the corner, so be thinking of who you want to nominate to the next group of SVALR    
officers.  We will be asking for nominations at the next meeting. 
 
Lastly, something I cannot stress enough, please look out for motorcycles.  A minor fender bender can have       
catastrophic consequences for a rider.  Please, be safe and keep a look out. 
 
 
Until next month, enjoy the open road and stay safe. 
 
Carlton Drummond 
SVALR Director  

- CHAPLAIN’S REPORT - 
I have not been too overly busy the month of August, however, the following items were accomplished:  

 

1.  Attended this year's The American Legion Department of Virginia Leadership College. 

2.  Visited Brenda Stacy in St. Francis Hospital with her husband Jesse Stacy.  Wonderful visit! 

3.  Visited William Stewart in the Colonial Heights Rehab--he was resting.  Will go back another day! 

4.  Mailed sympathy card to Omar Estes. 

5.  Called and spoke with George Ahrend, he was very upbeat!  

6.  Took Bible and flag cover to Small's Funeral Home for Ronald Deforrest's family. 

7.  Spoke with Mrs. Jacob, she is feeling much better after brief hospital stay. 

8.  Drove to D.C. to visit the Pentagon Memorial and The Air Force Memorial, very impressive sites. 

9.  Finally, I flew to Tennessee to help move Daughter and grand children to Virginia.  Praise the Lord!  Now I can really see them 

grow up! 

 

***Be safe and enjoy this Labor Day weekend*** 

 

-Rev Gibson 

Military Appreciation Night at The Diamond 

 

Charles Grietzer is presented a Kimber Pistol 

- ANNOUNCEMENTS - 

Service Officer: 

For all Service Officer needs and inquiries, please call 

Andre Holcomb at 804-896-4627. 
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, 

Andre Holcomb, Service Officer, Post 284 

 
 

Centennial Planning Committee Update: 

Our Post 284 Centennial Planning Committee is planning for the 100th Celebration of the founding of the American  

Legion. Our starting event will be during the 100th Anniversary of Veterans Day, 11 Nov 2018. The capstone events will be in 

March 2019, the month of the founding with formal dinners. The Centennial will end on 11 NOV 2019.   

Inaugural Virginia In-State Legacy Ride Recap 

The sound of approximately 100 motorcycle engines was heard at the Post home at 

8:00AM on 19 July, 2018 as the inaugural Virginia In-State Legacy Run got off to a 

roaring start.  The ride raised money for the National Legacy Scholarship Ride that takes 

place annually in August.  The Virginia In-State Legacy ride covered approximately 530 

miles over a two day period.     

On 19 July, the participants rode from Post 284 in Colonial Heights, where breakfast 

was served by the Auxiliary, to Post 175 in Mechanicsville for a break, then onto Sheetz 

in Tappahannock for a fuel stop.  After gassing up, the group was met by a Westmoreland County Sheriff escort and 

headed to Post 148 in Colonial Beach for lunch.  Following lunch, the riders headed back to Tappahannock and then 

on to Gloucester where we joined with an additional Police escort for the ride through York and into Post 25 at    

Newport News for an overnight stay.   

Day 2, 20 July, started out cloudy and then changed to a steady rain as the group departed for the first stop for fuel in 

Emporia.  After a brief stay, the rain ceased and the group left for the second fuel stop of the day in South Boston.  

Lunch was provided by Post 1097 in Danville.  The final leg of the trip was to Post 16 in Lynchburg where we had 

dinner and had end of ride ceremonies, raffle ticket and 50-50 drawings were conducted.         




