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Auxiliary Bingo Fundraiser
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This newsletter is published to keep the members and
friends of Post No. 284 informed.
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COLONIAL HEIGHTS AMERICAN LEGION POST 284
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SHOPPING NOMINATION
NAME: ____________________________________
ADDRESS: _________________________________
ONLY 1 CHILD
PER FAMILY
_________________________________ CAN BE SPONSORED
FOR SHOPPING
CONTACT PHONE #: ______________________________
# OF CHILDREN (IN THE HOME): ________ VETERAN OR RELATED TO
VET: YES NO
ANY EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES (examples – disabled, single parent, etc.):
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
____________
CHILD’S NAME
AGE
CHILD’S NAME
AGE
__________________________________|______________________________
__________________________________|______________________________
__________________________________|______________________________
SPONSORED BY: _______________________
PHONE:______________________
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EVENTS ON THE RADAR
1 Dec - Christmas Parade in Colonial Heights, 7PM
12 Dec - Legion Christmas Party, 6PM; Tickets $10
19 Dec - Children’s Shopping Spree and Christmas Baskets
20 Dec - Distribute Christmas Baskets
A Post Everlasting Ceremony will be conducted at the beginning of the Legion Membership Meeting on 12 November to honor all of our members who have passed away
since November of 2014. All Legion Family members are invited to attend--especially
any family of the deceased. If family members of our deceased plan to attend, please
let the Adjutant know (520-2338) so seats may be reserved.

Due to many factors, our Post dues have increased $10 for a total of $40. This
was voted on and approved at our last General Membership Meeting. Our last
dues increase was 10 years ago. If you haven’t already; pay your 2016 dues by
December and they are still $30. This is a good time to consider being a
PUFL; you won’t have to every worry about a dues increase again!
- Commander Bob Shumar

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
One day at a time, little by little. That's what it takes. Our beautification of the outside,
the new plants, took almost a year and a half of planning, of excavating and many hard
hours of work by the Committee and a large group of volunteers! We developed a plan
and step by step we accomplished it. I say at many meetings, the Building & Grounds
Committee has two pages of projects, with many others not even listed. Our goal is for
the beautification of the home.
Along those lines we will be painting our front alcoves for the Christmas season. Mini
cleanups are scheduled for Nov. 5, 10, 18 and 26th. Come out at 5:30 and help us paint
the alcoves! On the 14th of November, we will have a post cleanup after the membership breakfast. This post cleanup we will be working in the hall, cleaning! Just like
your personal home, our post home needs even the mundane cleaning stuff done, windows cleaned, walls scrubbed and more.
The Building & Grounds Committee meets the first Wednesday of every month on the
hill and will be laying out next year’s projects in the next few meetings. Everyone is
welcome to drop by and see what we are up too! Please drop by a mini cleanup or a
full post cleanup and help beautify your post home!
Michael Latham
804-835-3299c

November- a time to remember those who served. We will do so twice this month, first with
the Veteran’s Day Ceremony with Brigadier General Walter Mercer on November 11 th at
11AM. Afterwards we’ll have a light lunch at the post home. Then, the next evening, we
will remember those comrades of ours who transferred to Post Everlasting this past year.
Please come to the November meeting to take time to pay respects to our departed comrades. If you have never attended this ceremony, I encourage you to do so. Remember, dinner starts at 6:30PM and we’ll have our regular social time after the meeting. Family members of our departed are certainly welcomed to our dinner; please let the adjutant know you
are coming so we can reserve seating for you.
IMPORTANT!!! – National is increasing their dues, so we are compelled to increase our
dues $10 a year in 2016 for a total of $40 a year. This equates to $3.34 cents a month to
belong to Post 284 of the American Legion. We have not had a dues increase in over 10
years, so this is to keep us in sync with all the increases in cost of living, etc. This might be
a good time to consider becoming a PUFL member. If you become a PUFL member, you
never have to worry about dues increases again. It is not unreasonable to speculate that dues
will go up again in another 10 years or so. Pay your dues by December 2015 and it is still at
the $30 rate. If you have any concerns, please address them to the Commander.
Great things are happening around the meeting hall! Mike Lathem and some dedicated volunteers have done wonders with the landscaping and other projects. The lettering on the
outside got brightened up, and we should see the new monument out front soon. Please
come out to the monthly work days and if you can make some of the mini-cleanups…great!
This is a post definitely worth keeping spruced up!
Everyone is looking forward to our Christmas party next month! The Vice Commander’s
along with other Legion Family leaders are putting together a really great event. Appetizers,
roast beef, chicken in bourbon sauce, desserts, a band, lots to drink…..tickets are $10 a person this year; what a deal considering all that is included! The Vice Commander’s and I
will be at various volunteer events to sell tickets. Participate in the life of the Legion and
get them first!
As we move into November, we get into colder weather, which brings us indoors to sing
karaoke, play bingo, and watch games. Come down to the Post Home to do all of these
things. Bingo is held every Monday and Friday. If you would rather help with bingo instead
of playing, we are always looking for volunteers.
Keep warm and I’ll see you around the Post.
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
Bob Shumar
Commander, Post 284

Blue Knights VA XVII
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Auxiliary Unit 284
Celebrate the happiness that friends are always giving, make every day a holiday and celebrate just living. Amanda Bradley- American writer and poet.
The beautiful leaves on the trees have a continuous glow as they are changing colors. The Holidays are approaching and with Thanksgiving right around
the corner, remind yourselves of everything you are thankful for… Family,
Health, and being a member of the world’s largest veteran’s organization. There
are many opportunities in the Unit and the Post for you to demonstrate “Service
above self”. Being a member is not just about the “perks” it is about what contribution, big or small, you can add.
The Fall Conference in Williamsburg was well attended and as always there
was much to learn and great ideas were shared by all of the different units and
chairman. By the time this newsletter is published, I’m confident that Post 284
had many members at the “Halloween in the Park” event. We have a strong
presence in this community which presents many opportunities to increase our
membership. All you have to do is ask!!!
FUNDRAISER ALERT- On Sunday, November 8th, The Auxiliary BINGO
for PRIZES Fundraiser will be taking place at the Post... We are accepting donations for the Prizes and Door Prizes. Please contact Ways and Committee
Chairman Tina Price (804-400-9904)if you have something you wish to donate
or any Auxiliary member. Tickets are still available and will be sold at the door.
Lots of fun and great food items will be available for purchase. Please mark this
on your calendar and bring a group of friends!
VETERANS DAY - The perfect opportunity for you to THANK a VETERAN
and pay respect to our fallen. There will be a wreath laying ceremony at the
Boulevard Memorial and also in Chesterfield at the old courthouse building later that afternoon. Please try to attend. We also need helping hands at the Post
after the ceremony to help serve the light lunch that will be provided.
November 11th is also the Auxiliary Meeting beginning with the Executive
Meeting at 6pm, followed by the Social Hour including a light meal is served.
7:30pm our General Membership Meeting begins. ATTENTION NEW MEMBERS, you will be receiving a letter from the membership chairman with an invitation to the initiation ceremony. Information about the Auxiliary will be received and how you can assist our organization and you will receive your membership pin. Please plan to attend. I look forward to meeting each of you. If you
have any questions, please contact myself or Betty Michalek 804-526-1429.
THANKSGIVING MORNING- The 4th Annual Chamber of Commerce Turkey Trot will be held. The LEGION FAMILY is the 2015 Signature Sponsor.
This is a great way to begin a family tradition and also walk or run off the
Thanksgiving meal calories. Hope to see lots of participants from our Legion
Family.
Sunday, November 29th the Auxiliary will be decorating the hall for the
Christmas season. While this is work, it will get us all into the Christmas Spirit. The more the merrier. We will begin at Noon and the Commander will be
providing a pizza lunch! All members of the post are encouraged to help!

Fellow Legionaries,
Thanks to George Ahrend, Adrian Klaas, and Darren Turner for recruiting a new
member last month. We sincerely appreciate it.
Please keep after your friends, neighbors and relatives. Tell them why we are the
best post around. We give more and we do more for Veterans and their families.
Let them know we donate to many worthy organizations such as Wounded Warriors, Disabled American Veterans and local school programs to name a few. Tell
them about our scholarship program for member’s children and grandchildren. If
you have someone interested in joining and don’t have an application with
you; please call me immediately or have the interested veteran call me. I will
bring you an application or tell you how to substitute the application with a
signed note.
Save the cost of a stamp and renew on-line. Go to www.Legion.org and click on
“Renew” on the top right of your display.

If you have ever considered being a “Paid Up For Life” member; now is the
time to do it. The National Executive Committee has voted to increase its annual dues by $5.00. You will save a substantial amount of money if you do it
before January 1, 2016, when the new rates become effective. This can be
done on line or though the Membership Chairman or the Post Adjutant (Rick
Oertel). You save $100.00 by doing it on line. If you don’t have the internet,
just call me and I will set you up.
We are still looking for someone to take over as Membership Chairman. Anyone
with a few hours a week to spare and is computer literate, please call me.
Very respectfully,
William Shill
American Legion Post 284
Membership Chairman
804-218-1198
wshill@ymail.com

Enjoy your Thanksgiving, until next month….
Until next month
For God and Country,
Rita C. Feasenmyer
President Unit 284
804-337-0905 ritafeas@gmail.com
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SAL Squadron 284
Perhaps the greatest tribute we can offer in observance of Veterans Day can be found in these words - “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to
utter words, but to live by them.” - John F. Kennedy
“Live by them” because others may hear what you say, but will always see
what you mean.
Last month, Squad 284 invited over 270 of the neighboring homes to the post
for a cookout to Celebrate Safe Communities, an event sponsored by City of
Colonial Heights in conjunction with the National Crime Prevention Council.
It's a wonderful opportunity for residents to meet and greet their neighbors
while taking a stand against crime in their neighborhoods. That evening, police
officers, administrators, government leaders, and elected officials stopped by
to discuss neighborhood concerns and meet residents. Information on how to
start a Neighborhood Watch will be available at each event location. Those
who attended were served “crime dawgs” and we all took a bite out of crime.
They’re back! You asked for it - Linwood's Better Boston Butts will be smoking on the grill soon. We'll start cooking early on Friday, November 20th and
they'll be ready for pick-up after 10 AM Saturday morning. Reserve yours
today from any SAL member, at the Topside Lounge or visit us on Facebook
@ sal284 - the cost is only $30.00 and you can stay out the kitchen the weekend before Thanksgiving. Can you SMELL!!!... what the S.A.L. is cookin’?
The 2016 Lottery Match Calendars are on sale now and available from any S.
A. L. member or from the Topside Lounge. You can play the lottery
(calendar) all year long for only $20.00. The winning numbers are determined
by the nightly drawing of Pick 3 numbers in the Virginia State Lottery & numbers will be played in straight combination as drawn. Each calendar is numbered and if your calendar matches the winning Pick 3 number, you're a winner! They're affordable & make great gifts!
As the holiday season approaches, there will be plenty of activities planned –
be sure to check the N&V calendar or on Facebook groups at “sal284” to see
what’s coming up.
Our WWII veterans formed the backbone of America's greatest generation and
left high standards of strength, courage and sacrifice for the rest of us to
achieve. It is particularly fitting we pay tribute to them along with others who
continue in their footsteps this Veteran's Day, Thank you for your service.
GOD BLESS OUR TROOPS
For God and Country
Jeff Lee, Commander, Squadron 284
Jblee360@yahoo.com
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Southern Virginia Chapter
of the

American Legion Riders
Post 284 member Cadet John
Shumar turned 21 on Wednesday, 7 Oct 2015. Although our
Commander, Bob Shumar, was
unable to be there in person to
wish his son a happy birthday,
John received visitors in his
dorm room.

On 19 September approximately 24 riders took part in the Annual Special Olympics Benefit
Ride sponsored by the Prince George Sheriff’s department and assisted by the Blue
Knights VA XVII. The ride departed from the Disputana, VA library for a police escorted
85 mile ride around the local area. Following the ride, hotdogs and soft drinks were served.
4 riders escort approximately 20-25 various World Word 2 era military vehicles from Colonial Heights to South Hill on 20 September. The group of vehicles included an immaculate
1941 Packard Navy staff car, various infantry and medical vehicles and a Harley Davidson
motorcycle. The vehicles were on a two week trip around the US and will finally end up in
San Diego, CA.

The National Commander of the
American Legion, Dale Barnett
(right) and the Department
Commander of Connecticut,
Paul Spedaliere (left), paid John
a visit to wish him a happy birthday. The National Commander
presented John with a pin and
wished him good luck with his
Army career.

The weekend of 25-26 September was a busy one for the riders with two major events
scheduled. The first was the 5th annual Virginia State Motorcycle Rally in South Boston.
Approximately 12 riders took part in the various motorcycle events. The second, on the
26th, was the McGuire Veterans Hospital picnic. Approximately 8 riders assisted the Auxiliary and the Southern Knight Cruizers car club in preparing and distributing a hot dog and
hamburger lunch to the patients and staff at the hospital.
There are two major events schedule for October. The American Legion Fall Conference
will be held at the Fort McGruder hotel in Williamsburg from 23-25 October. And then, on a
much sadder note, on 25 October the riders
will take part in a memorial service for one of
the SVALR charter members. Mr. Mike
“Gabby” Gabriel was killed recently in a tragic
motorcycle accident. Gabby was a cheerful
soul and fun to ride with. Rest in Peace my
friend…
Well that about wraps it up for this month. And remember…..be safe out there…

Sue and Rick Oertel
with classmate
GEN Martin Dempsey
at his class reception
before his retirement as
Chairman of the JCS.

Skip Klaas
SVALR Director
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AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP
Hello Auxiliary Members
We at Colonial Heights are large working Unit to help veterans, children and youth
and all the community. In order to keep this up we all have to join in. It is not hard,
just commitment.
This year, we have to really work extra hard to grow in membership. The American
Legion Auxiliary is the largest women’s organization in the Nation and National
wants the numbers to reach One Million members by 2019, our 100 th Anniversary!
By Nationals calculations, Virginia needs to have 9,630 members by the end 2016,
each Unit in Virginia has to increase their membership by 28.3%! WOW! For us,
that means a lot! They have set our goal at 433 members. Currently we have 237
members renewed. A loooong way to go!
There many ways you can help, one is to renew by December 31, 2015, then you
will be entered into a raffle to win a PUFL membership. (Paid UP For Life), no
more yearly dues for the rest of your life. There are at least four other ways to be
eligible for awards. First, get a former Auxiliary member to
REJOIN, Second, RECRUIT new members (Seniors and/or Juniors), Third, RECRUIT 10 or more or even bigger yet, Fourth, RECRUIT 25 new members. All
recruiters will be entered into each specific category. Maybe you’ll be a winner!
We need 83 members over last years’ 350 membership, So please, work hard looking for a new members, friends, moms, sisters, aunts, daughters, granddaughters, the
person who works with on the job, anyone you may know.
And the big one is, “Have you renewed yet?”, there is no reason to wait until the last
moment, lets get this accomplished by March 1 next year. We can do this, join in
and help. I don’t put notices in the News & Views much, but this is so important.
The fun projects we are working on to earn money coming up is the Annual Bingo,
November 8th and a Wine Gala next February. We do other projects throughout the
year and the more hands makes it easier and more fun.
For God and Country
Betty Michalek
Membership Chairman
Colonial Heights Unit #284
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Legion Family out and about...

Linwood Moore at the Fall Conference in Williamsburg

8

Card sharps at the Legion convention in Williamsburg. Rita Feasenmyer, Betty
Michalek and Nancy Wright cleaned the
13 dealer out!

MAKE CHRISTMAS A LITTLE BRIGHTER
WITH THE CHILDREN & YOUTH COMMITTEE

December is a month for giving and a month that the children in our community
have been waiting for all year. You are invited to help the Post bring happiness
and joy to the less fortunate children and families in our community. The next
few days will be busy as we all bustle around to make sure that our families have a
wonderful holiday. It will also be the time that many members of your Post family
try to help those less fortunate enjoy some of the same happiness. I hope you’ll
join us in these efforts.
Our annual Children’s Christmas Shopping Spree project will take place on 19
December. Our Post will sponsor approximately 20 disadvantaged children for a
Christmas shopping trip. We invite you to join them in this effort and be at the
hall at 7:30 AM with a departure to Target around 8:00 AM after refreshments.
Our volunteers from the Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, and Legion Riders will escort the
children as they shop for presents for their families. Santa might even take time
from his busy preparations to drop by and visit with the youngsters. The children
will return to the Post for gift-wrapping. Please join us in this heart-warming
event. If you would like to nominate a deserving child, please complete the form
provided in this issue of the News & Views. Nominations can be left at the Topside or given to Lou Vallette.
That same weekend the Post will help more families have a brighter Christmas by
providing 72 food baskets to families in need. Each basket consists of about 5
grocery bags of food items. On Saturday morning 19 December at 7:30 AM, volunteers will be needed to pick up the food for the baskets at WALMART and bring
it to the Post. We’re always looking for members with pick-up trucks, utility trailers or anything that can be used to haul quantities of food. Once everything is
sorted, Legion family volunteers will organize and fill the baskets for distribution
in the Post membership hall. On Sunday afternoon, 20 December from 1:00 - 3:00
PM, the baskets will be distributed to the families. We need volunteers for the
distribution and, in some cases, delivery of the food baskets. If you would like to
nominate a deserving family or individual, please complete the form provided in
this issue of the News & Views. If you have nominated someone previously,
please re-submit their information again as the list changes every year. The requested information is critical in the event we have more nominations than baskets. All information is kept completely confidential. Please be sure to include
the sponsor’s name and phone number so that we can do follow-up if necessary.
Nominations can be left at the Topside or given to Tony Morgan.
Volunteer sign-up sheets for both events will be available at the membership meetings and at the Topside Lounge. Everyone that has participated in these
events knows the great feeling that comes from helping someone have a little more
joy in their Christmas. Please join us this year as a Legion Family volunteer. Help
Santa and Post 284 bring a smile to our community’s children and families.
For God and County
Jerry Chenault
Post 284 Children and
Youth Chairman
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

DAILY TOPSIDE HOURS OF OPERATION
2-8 PM

1

2-9 PM

2-9 PM

2

3

McGuire
Breakfast
8AM

8

2-99 PM
4

5
Building and
Grounds Comm.
Mtg

ALR Mtg
6:30PM

10

11

Auxiliary Bingo
Fundraiser
1-5 PM

6

16

Veterans Day
Ceremony

12

7
Public Relations
Seminar
7PM

17

AUX Meeting
7:30PM

18

13

14

Legion Meeting &
Post Everlasting
7:30PM

19

20

21

27

28

Mini Post Maint

McGuire Breakfast 8AM

23

24

25

26

Finance Meeting
6:45PM
Exec Com Meeting
7:30PM

Turkey Trot!

30
Decorate Hall
McGuire
Breakfast
8AM
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*** BINGO: Doors open at 5PM; games begin at 7PM***

Membership Breakfast and
Post
Maintenance
Brunswick Stew!

Prom 40/8
7:30PM

Sons of The
American Legion Mtg

29

2-11 PM

Chem 40/8
7:30PM

11AM
Mini Post Maint

22

Leadership Meeting
6PM

2-11 PM

Mini Post Maint

9

15

2-9 PM
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