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EVENTS ON THE RADAR
Christmas Basket drive is December 19 at 7:30AM and December 20
Christmas Shopping Spree is December 19 at 7:30 AM
International Dinner is January 9, 2016
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Day on the Hill in Richmond is January 20, 2016
Auxiliary Wine Gala and Auction is February 6, 2016
Four Chaplain’s Service is February 7, 2016 at 2PM at the Post Home
SAL Sweetheart Dance is February 13, 2016
Spring Conference is March 11-13 in Virginia Beach

337-0905

MEETINGS
General Membership (Post 284)
Executive Committee Meeting (Post 284)
Auxiliary Membership (Unit 284)
S.A.L. Membership (Squadron 284)
American Legion Riders
Jr. Auxiliary Meeting
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1st Tuesday 6:30 PM
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
To Rick Oertel at 804-520-2338 or adj.post284@verizon.net
Building Rental Info: Contact Bill Feasenmyer at 337-8753 (cell)
NEWS & VIEWS EMAIL:
post284news@gmail.com Attn: Editor, Kathy Cunningham
POST WEBSITE: http://alpost284.x10host.com/
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Delegate Kirk Cox, BG Kirklin, CSM Sellers and Past Commanders Lauren Bands
and John Ronkartz at the Veteran’s Day Ceremony in Colonial Heights on Nov 11
19

Building and Grounds Report
November has come and gone! December's cleanup shall be blowing leaves and
vacuuming leaves, trying to get a handle on our leaf ground cover on the hill!
Come by and enjoy a hearty breakfast and then we shall tackle a few leaves, we
might even pile a few piles for those of us who want to run and jump in them!
Bring your gas blowers, push or handheld, and add to ours to we can gather them
to mulch up. (We started piling our cutup leaves last year in preparations of a
mulch pile, meanwhile we are adding to the pile!). Meanwhile, with the time
change we have discontinued the mini cleanups until spring. When we return to
"normal" time and have light at the end of the day we can start holding our mini
cleanups again, watch your news and views!
Michael Latham
Building & Grounds Chairman
804-835-3299
signdogopie@aol.com

International Dinner
Introducing the 2016 International Dinner. On January 9th, right after the hustle and bustle
of the holidays, we shall host an International Dinner in our post home. We have Legion
family members cooking Brazilian, Mexican and French dinners for the first 70th year
event. As everyone should know, 2016 is our 70th year as a post and the International Dinner shall kick off the year of 70th anniversary events. Our chefs/cooks will be cooking
some of their foods from their home countries, or their favorite foods, in this event that is
open to the public. Call or email Michael Latham for more information, or to get posters to
distribute to your favorite spots, Martins, Food Lions,
Banks, hairdressers and more.

Tickets are $10.95 and are available at Topside,
or if you would like to sell tickets, or volunteer
for this major event, contact Michael Latham.
Michael Latham
Building & Grounds Chairman
International Dinner Chairman
1st Vice
SAL804-835-3299
signdogopie@aol.com
p.s. this is a Legion FAMILY event, let's get
involved by getting your tickets, selling tickets
and putting up posters in the community. Thank You
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Like every year, November was a very busy month. You can see all the
improvements with the post cleanups – many thanks to those who work hard
to keep the post looking spic and span. The Veteran’s Day Ceremony on
November 11th was memorable with our speaker, guests, Legion Color
Guard and the third graders of Tussing Elementary. There were lots of Legion Family on hand. Also, thanks to the wonderful folks that put out the
meal and ran the kitchen. Then, the very next day we remembered those
comrades of ours who transferred to Post Everlasting this past year. Our
Color Guard and the Adjutant put together a very meaningful ceremony.
Then there was the Membership Breakfast, Brunswick Stew and Boston
Butts to pick up, Thanksgiving, decorating the post home for Christmas and
wow! What a post!
The post’s Christmas party is on December 12. Tickets are $10 apiece and
are going fast. See me or one of the Vice Commander’s if you are interested
in attending. One of us is usually at one of the volunteer events. Social hour
begins at 6PM, dinner at 7PM and dancing/music will follow at 8PM.
December is chock full of opportunities to volunteer. Donating time is often
(especially in the Legion Family) better than donating money. Please get out
and volunteer this month- we have so much to do! Children’s shopping spree,
Christmas baskets, toy gathering, Christmas parties…throw that in on top of
your own holiday merry making and it will be New Year’s day before you
know it and time to tuck in to our International Dinner on January 9.
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day is December 7. Please fly your flag at half-mast
that day to honor those that perished defending this great Nation.
Please renew your membership if you haven’t! It is still at the $30 rate if you do it
now!
I hope you have a safe and wonderful Christmas and a joyous holiday season. The New Year brings in 2016; the year
our post celebrates 70 years of service to our veterans, our
youth, our community, state and nation! Exciting times for
Post 284!
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
Bob Shumar
Commander, Post 284
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Auxiliary Unit 284
The Holidays are officially here...it is hard to believe that eleven months
of this year have already past.
November was another eventful month for your Auxiliary and the entire
Legion family.
We began with the BINGO fundraiser that was a tremendous success. It is
gratifying to hear so many positive comments from the supporters. I cannot go any further without THANKING all of the Auxiliary members who
donated the prizes, assisted with the ticket sales, setting up, and covering
the event, In addition, the Legionnaires and Sons of the American Legion
that swooped in to help. This truly demonstrated the commitment of "The
Legion Family".
Veteran's Day Ceremony at the War Memorial was well attended and a
very nice ceremony it was. Thank you to the Auxiliary members that were
able to help serve lunch at the post afterwards. Another example of the Legion Family working together.
November's meeting was well attended and what a delight it was to welcome the new members to our organization. Betty Michalek, membership
chairman, as always, did a fantastic job with the initiation ceremony.
It's beginning to look a lot Christmas at Post 284. Thank you to everyone
who took time out of there long weekend to help decorate the Post.
Our December meeting will begin at 6:30 with a Pot Luck Dinner. *NOTE*
NO executive meeting. The following night we will be providing a Christmas dinner for the Legionnaires prior their meeting.
Commander Shumar has been distributing Christmas party tickets beginning with the individuals that continue to keep this post in full operationTHE VOLUNTEERS. As stated in his November newsletter, these perks of
membership would not be possible without the countless hours put in by
many.
The Children's Shopping Spree and Filling the Food baskets will take place
on the 19th. We need volunteers for roughly 3 hours beginning at 8:00AM.
Please contact me with questions or details if you have not participated in
this project for underprivileged children and families. Having participated
in this project many years, I can guarantee you will leave with an overwhelming sense of gratification.
SAVE THE DATE... Saturday, February 6th, 2015 Auxiliary Wine Gala and
Auction Fundraiser. This event is a lot of fun, more details to follow. This
is followed by the SAL Annual Sweetheart Dance on Valentine's Day, Saturday, February 13th, 2015... Mark your calendar to support these fundraisers!
In closing, Please remember the true meaning of CHRISTMAS, and I sincerely wish everyone a blessed and wonderful Holiday Season.
Until next month
For God and Country,
Rita C. Feasenmyer
President Unit 284
804-337-0905 ritafeas@gmail.com
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Fellow Legionaries,
Thanks to John Houlberg, John Woyansky, Geri Stevens, Lou Vallette, Rick
Oertel, Bill Feasenmeyer, Raymond Hicks and Mike Kennedy for recruiting
new members last month. We sincerely appreciate it.
We need many more new members to reach our goal of 1130 members. Please
keep after your friends, neighbors and relatives. If you have someone interested in joining and don’t have an application with you; please call me immediately or have the interested veteran call me. I will bring you an application or tell you how to substitute the application with a signed note.
As of November 15th there were still over 200 members who had not renewed
for 2016. If your renewal does not get processed by Jan 15th,

it will cost you $40.00 to renew. Please, renew now.
Save the cost of a stamp and renew on-line. Go to www.Legion.org and click
on “Renew” on the top right of your display.
If you have ever considered being a “Paid Up For Life” member; now is
the time to do it. The National Executive Committee has voted to increase
annual dues by $5.00. You will save a substantial amount of money if you
do it before January 1, 2016, when the new rates become effective. This
can be done on line or though the Membership Chairman or the Post Adjutant (Rick Oertel). You save $100.00 by doing it on line. If you don’t
have the internet, just call me and I will set you up.
Very respectfully,
William Shill
American Legion Post 284
Membership Chairman
804-218-1198
wshill@ymail.com
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SAL Squadron 284
"It came without ribbons! It came without tags! It came without packages,

Changes of address:
Changes of address should be submitted to the Adjutant as soon as
known. The Adjutant can and will make the changes at National for
you. Address changes can be submitted to adj.post284@verizon.net; sent
to American Legion Post 284, Attn: Adjutant, PO Box 57, Col Heights,
23834-0057; or submitted to the Adjutant by phone message,
804-520-2338.
If you wish to be on the Post e-mail distribution list and receive items of
general interest to Veterans and their families, please send an e-mail to
adj.post284@verizon.net and r equest to be added. Messages ar e
sent out via blind copy and you may be removed at any time if you request.

Rehabilitation Information
Anyone who would like to join us is more than welcome! We are always in need of volunteers at McGuire. We go up every Sunday. On the
first, third and fifth Sunday of each month we meet at 8AM and have a
delicious breakfast. On all Sundays we leave the Post at 9AM for
McGuire in the Post van. Contact John Wills at 458-3236 for details.

Service Officer
For all Service Officer needs and inquiries, please call
Lou Vallette at 804-721-8275 or Bill Shill at 804-218-1198
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY,
Lou Vallette, Service Officer, Post 284

boxes or bags!"... Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!
"Maybe Christmas," he thought, "doesn't come from a store. Maybe Christmas... perhaps... means a little bit more!" ~ Dr. Seuss
Indeed it does - Christmas is about giving. Much of what we do during the
year is an extension of the Yuletide spirit. We sponsor fund raisers throughout
the year that provide the means for us to contribute to many worthwhile causes. Take for instance the Boston Butt sale this past weekend (as always, Linwood Moore did a fabulous job with them). It was a full day’s work, but the
proceeds taken that day will fund our sponsoring a couple of kids to attend
Boys or Girls State next year.
It takes a lot of time, trouble and effort to pull these events off and I am grateful for the help of those faithful members within Squad 284 that make it happen. We are also favored with tremendous support of our Legion family helping make each of our programs a big success and we can't thank you enough
for helping us help others.
Well, you better hold onto your hat, because we’re headed downhill straight
into the holidays. We’ll help the Auxiliary decorate the meeting hall the morning of Saturday, Dec. 12th in advance of the Christmas party. The following
weekend we will be with the Legion Family for the Christmas Shopping Spree
and Family Baskets. Come on out and spread the joy – it's a truly worthwhile
experience.
Don’t know what to get that loved one for Christmas? A 2016 Lottery Match
Calendar makes a great gift - one size fits all and it lasts all year long. The
winning numbers are determined by the nightly drawing of Pick 3 numbers in
the Virginia State Lottery & all numbers will be played in straight combination
as drawn. Each calendar is numbered and if your calendar matches the winning Pick 3 number, you're a winner! The daily prize amounts are up to
$150.00. Best of all, at only $20.00, they won’t bust your budget. The calendars are available from any S. A. L. member or in the Topside Lounge.

We have a dire need for Wheel Chairs, Rollators (walkers with a seat,
brakes and wheels) and Shower Chairs. Right now we are totally out of
these items. If anyone has any of these items they are not using, please
call me, Lou Vallette, and I will arrange for them to be picked up.

This holiday season, when you’re sitting at home, surrounded by family and
friends, don’t forget to say a prayer for our brave men and women in our
armed forces working to keep us safe. Such sacrifice is their
gift to us – let's share it with others.

If you need a Power Chair, Cane, Crutches, Potty Chair, or Walker, call
me. I have plenty of those at the present time.

GOD BLESS OUR TROOPS
For God and Country
Jeff Lee, Commander, Squadron 284
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Southern Virginia Chapter
of the

American Legion Riders

Two very significant Rider events took place In October/November. The first was escorting Mike Gabriel’s family from their house in Henrico on 25 October to Battlefield Post
144 in Sandston, VA for his funeral ceremony. The ceremony for one of our charter Riders
was attended by a total of about 42 SVALR members. The main group of about 31 Riders,
shown in the picture below, met in Henrico, along with Post 221 riders, for the brief trip to
Post 144 where they met up with the second group of about 11 SVALR members. In addition to Post 284, there were Legion Riders from Post as far away as Danville, Norfolk and
Northern Virginia in attendance as well. Overall, there were approximately 100 Riders
attending the event.
The second, on Tuesday, 3 November, was the Rider election of a new slate of officers for
2016. The elected officers include: Director - Jon Merrill, Assistant Director - Phil
Vaughan, Treasurer - Marie Kaysen, Adjutant - Skip Klaas, Sgt-At-Arms - Lee Lipscomb.
The appointed officers were: Chaplain - (Primary) Bill Beatty / (Secondary) Mo Fenner,
Historian/Road Captain – Bob Larue, Safety Officer – James Bolton and Membership –
Michael Kennedy. The new officers will be sworn in by Tony Morgan at the rider Christmas party on 19 December.
On 9 November 3 Riders, plus other members from the Post, assisted fellow veterans from
Post 87 in planting flags on graves in the Amelia Veteran’s Cemetery. The weather did not
cooperate with a light rain falling during the event.
Locally, Veteran’s Day ceremonies were held at the Courthouse in Colonial Heights on 11
November. As part of the annual event, the Rider director laid a wreath at the monument to
our fallen comrades.
Coming up next month will be OPERATION BRIGHT LIGHT on 13 December when the
Riders join with other Veteran’s groups from around the Commonwealth to deliver toys to
children at the Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, VA. You will be seeing boxes for collecting
toys around the Post. If you would like to contribute to this event, please place a new, unwrapped toy in one of the boxes and it will be collected by the Riders.
Well, that is about all for this month. Hope everybody has a great Thanksgiving..

Be safe out there.

Skip Klaas

From the Desk of the Public Relations Officer
On 7 November the Public Relations seminar was held and there were representatives
from all the Post entities. Although there were glitches in getting all the handouts to
the participants, the session was very positive for all.
The following was agreed upon by the attendees and efforts will begin immediately to
implement their suggestions.
Those suggestions are:
a) Be PROACTIVE not REACTIVE in Public Relations. Tell our story before it happens. Examples given were baseball and Boy's State so that the public will become
aware of our programs so that participation will be higher in the community.
b) Develop a media contact list for newspapers, television and radio stations for the
local area.
c) Find an individual who can devote time to maintain a Facebook page for the Post
and look at re-developing the Post Web Page. All agreed that not keeping all phases
of the two is detrimental to the Post's image.
d) Develop a phone tree so that information can be dispensed immediately.
Below is a proposed plan for the Public Relations Officer and team. Everyone is invited to comment on these duties/plans so that they can be formalized for Post 284.
PLANS FOR POST PUBLIC RELATIONS
a) Establish a Public Relations Team that encompasses the Auxiliary, SAL, and ALR.
b) Utilize National more to help develop FREE mass media 'communication tools for
use with mass media.
c) Develop the PR needs for each annual event and what media will be used and who
the target audience is for each event.
d) Focus on new members by developing a Welcome Package with useful information and tie this in with a Sponsorship Program that will get new members involved early on in their membership year.
e) Find an individual(s) to regularly maintain the Web Page and Facebook Page for
the Post and ensure that they are tied in to the Auxiliary, SAL and ALR pages so the
complete story can be told to those visiting our sites.
f) Obtain a camera and computer projector that can be used at meetings and during
public events and membership drives.
g) Develop free college and university resources to develop our public messages.
Jesse Stacy
Public Relations
email: pralpost284@gmail.com

SVALR Director
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Chaplain’s Report
Sent out sympathy cards to various families: Sadler, Loflin,
Hannuksela, Rowland, Robertson and Michael.
Sent out get well cards to: Tee Biby, Harold Green and Barb
Gilmore.

Took Bible and Flag cover to Mrs Fischer; she was very
thankful and appreciative.
Went by Colonial Heights Nursing Home to see Norman
Spell. He is getting therapy done. Gave get well card to his
wife.
Ordered and received new Bibles for the post!
Participated in the Veteran’s Day Ceremony, beautiful occasion.
Participated in the Post Everlasting Ceremony.
Visited with Harold Green. Also
visited Bill Davis; he is doing well.
Quote from Suze Orman: “The
things that matter most in life are
those that cannot be bought or sold.”

Our Chaplain, William Gibson, is a Notary Public.
He offers his services to the Legion membership.
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MAKE CHRISTMAS A LITTLE BRIGHTER
WITH THE CHILDREN & YOUTH COMMITTEE

Post 70th Anniversary Committee

Greetings!
Welcome to a new (and temporary) section of the News
& Views. Next year, our Post celebrates its 70th birthday, and your Legion,
Auxiliary, Sons, and Legion Riders are all working together to make this a year to remember! In the coming
months, we'll be revealing the special plans we are
working on for each month of the year. There will be
celebrations and observances at all levels, for our separate organizations, our Legion family, and especially to
raise the public's awareness of who we are and what
Post 284 does for the community. Anyone with ideas,
please bring to myself or your representative- Auxiliary: Mary Farnsworth/Janet Rigny/ Maria Smith, SAL:
Jeff Lee/ Mike Latham, SVALR: Skip Klaas, American
Legion: Tony Morgan/Bob Barrett. Please do your best
to bring new visitors to support the open events. The
first one up is the International Dinner in January.
Look for posters with the 70th birthday logo!
Jim Althouse, Committee Chairman

December is a month for giving and a month that the children in our community
have been waiting for all year. You are invited to help the Post bring happiness
and joy to the less fortunate children and families in our community. The next
few days will be busy as we all bustle around to make sure that our families have a
wonderful holiday. It will also be the time that many members of your Post family
try to help those less fortunate enjoy some of the same happiness. I hope you’ll
join us in these efforts.
Our annual Children’s Christmas Shopping Spree project will take place on 19
December. Our Post will sponsor approximately 20 disadvantaged children for a
Christmas shopping trip. We invite you to join them in this effort and be at the
hall at 7:30 AM with a departure to Target around 8:00 AM after refreshments.
Our volunteers from the Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, and Legion Riders will escort the
children as they shop for presents for their families. Santa might even take time
from his busy preparations to drop by and visit with the youngsters. The children
will return to the Post for gift-wrapping. Please join us in this heart-warming
event. If you would like to nominate a deserving child, please complete the form
provided in this issue of the News & Views. Nominations can be left at the Topside or given to Lou Vallette.
That same weekend the Post will help more families have a brighter Christmas by
providing 72 food baskets to families in need. Each basket consists of about 5
grocery bags of food items. On Saturday morning 19 December at 7:30 AM, volunteers will be needed to pick up the food for the baskets at WALMART and bring
it to the Post. We’re always looking for members with pick-up trucks, utility trailers or anything that can be used to haul quantities of food. Once everything is
sorted, Legion family volunteers will organize and fill the baskets for distribution
in the Post membership hall. On Sunday afternoon, 20 December from 1:00 - 3:00
PM, the baskets will be distributed to the families. We need volunteers for the
distribution and, in some cases, delivery of the food baskets. If you would like to
nominate a deserving family or individual, please complete the form provided in
this issue of the News & Views. If you have nominated someone previously,
please re-submit their information again as the list changes every year. The requested information is critical in the event we have more nominations than baskets. All information is kept completely confidential. Please be sure to include
the sponsor’s name and phone number so that we can do follow-up if necessary.
Nominations can be left at the Topside or given to Tony Morgan.
Volunteer sign-up sheets for both events will be available at the membership meetings and at the Topside Lounge. Everyone that has participated in these
events knows the great feeling that comes from helping someone have a little more
joy in their Christmas. Please join us this year as a Legion Family volunteer. Help
Santa and Post 284 bring a smile to our community’s children and families.
For God and County
Jerry Chenault
Post 284 Children and
Youth Chairman
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BG Walt Mercer
was the guest
speaker at the ceremony and also attended the reception afterwards

Michael Sauders and some of the 3rd grade students at Tussig Elementary School who
rendered a magnificent performance at the ceremony. The bugler from Fort Lee is
playing “taps” in the background
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December 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

DAILY TOPSIDE HOURS OF OPERATION
2-8 PM

2-9 PM

2-9 PM
1

2-9
-9 PM
2

2 PM
2-9
3

Leadership
Meeting 6PM

2-11 PM

2-11 PM

4

5

11

12

ALR Mtg 6:30PM

Chem 40/8
7:30PM

Christmas Parade 7PM

6

Hanukkah
6-14 Dec

7

8

9
AUX Meeting
7:30PM

14

15

16

Legion Meeting
7:3PM

17

21

22

18

19

24

25

26
Christmas
Day

McGuire
Breakfast
8AM

27

23

Christmas Party 6PM

Prom
40/8
7:30PM

Sons of The
American Legion
Mtg 7:30pm

20

Membership
Breakfast
7AM

Topside Committee Mtg

McGuire Bfast
8AM
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Shortest day of the year

28

29

30

Topside Closed!

31
Topside New Year’s
Eve Party

10

*** BINGO: Doors open at 5PM; games begin at 7PM***

New Year’s
Day
2016
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Christmas
Food Baskets
& Children’s
Shopping
Spree

