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EVENTS ON THE RADAR
General membership meeting, new member initiation and recognition of
50+ year members is 10 March. Dinner starts at 6:30PM
Spring Conference is March 11-13 in Virginia Beach
Past Commander’s and Legion Birthday Celebration is 19 March at 5:30PM.
The event is free, but you need a ticket to attend. The Commander and Vice
Commanders will be at volunteer events to give out tickets.
Building and Grounds Report
Well, we took off January for our membership breakfast and cleanup, so let's gather
in February for a wonderful, hearty midwinter breakfast and some indoor cleaning!
Just like your own home, our post home needs a good scrubbing both inside and
out. During the cold of February, we will clean inside the hall, lots of wall washing,
window shinning and bathroom hosing. Let's gather as many people as we can and
clean our home, let's be proud of our place. Again, that's February 13th, early
breakfast, start cleaning at 8am, then join the riders for a quick monument dedication out in front of the hall at 9am, then warm back up cleaning our home!
Michael Latham, 804-835-3299c, Grounds Chairman, Signdogopie@AOL.com

International Dinner
After our first major event of our 70th year, I stood back and smiled! I'm talking about our
first International dinner, 3 member chefs (one even being a post 2 SAL!, now thats a real
Legion family) cooking 2 dishes each and an appetizer each! Amazing scratch cooked
food, and an equally amazing turnout of volunteers! We had 5 army cooks/chefs helping us
on Saturday, and about 45 to 50 volunteers from our own post! I counted, and recounted,
wow. Most of you never signed a sign in sheet, so please report your hours to you Legion
family affiliation. We are waiting for the dust to settle on this dinner before even thinking
about another one, but if you want it again, let us know! I would be remise if I didn't thank
Marina Smith, our Brazilian chef, who's idea this was! Marina even got our other chefs,
bravo and thank you Marina. While your mulling over another dinner, get your tickets for
the Auxiliary Wine Gala, February 6th and the Sons Sweetheart Dance on February 13th!
All great events open to the public, and especially our Legion family.
Michael Latham, International Dinner Chairman 804-835-3299c
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We didn’t grow any moss during this past January! Aside from Topside events, we kicked
off the New Year with the International Dinner fundraiser on 9 January. Mike Latham and a
cast of dozens of Legion Family members put on a first class event for the whole community. For one evening the post home was transformed into a 5 star restaurant with excellent
service and superb cuisine from Brazil, France and Mexico. If you missed out on this one
(and you really did miss out) we hope to do it again in the coming months.
The “Day on the Hill” in Richmond was successful thanks to the efforts on the department
level of our very own Rick Oertel who is the Department’s Legislative Chairman. Legion
members from across the state came together at the General Assembly Building to discuss
and urge their respective representatives to support various initiatives and issues for Virginia’s veterans.
February is a busy but fun and exciting month. On Saturday, 6 February is the Auxiliary’s
Wine Gala fundraiser. Don’t miss out on all the fun, food and drink the event offers! On
Sunday, 7 February is our Four Chaplains Service at 2PM in the Post home. Please attend if
you can as we give glory to God and honor the selfless sacrifice of the four chaplains who
went down with the U.S.S. Dorchester in 1943 after giving away their life vests and place in
the life boats. Saturday, 13 February is action packed with our membership breakfast and
post clean-up; we’ll take time to dedicate the monument to the fallen in front of the post
home, then the SAL’s Sweetheart Dance is that evening. Be sure to take the love of your
life to dinner at Topside then step downstairs to music, fun and dancing!
February is also Americanism month. Americanism as defined by The American Legion is:
a vital, active, living force. Americanism means peace, strength, the will and the courage to
live as free men in a free land. It is complete and unqualified loyalty to the ideals of government as set forth in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United
States.
Remember the Legionnaires will be preparing and serving the Auxiliary their Valentine
meal on 10 February. Please be at the Post around 6 PM if you want to help or ask Chef
Tony what you can do to assist him. You might get to lick the spoon!
Monday, 15 February is President’s Day. You will notice the American flags posted in front
of businesses on the Boulevard. Our Sons of the American Legion does this on National
Holidays. Americanism in true form!
As this edition goes to the printers, the snow if falling like crazy outside! I don’t know what
the final result will be but I’ll bet I’ll remember it for a long time!
Thank you everybody who volunteers for this exceptional post. We are celebrating our 70 th
Anniversary in 2016 so let’s all make this a banner year of membership and volunteerism;
let’s show this community what the Legion is all about!
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
Bob Shumar
Commander, Post 284
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Auxiliary Unit 284
"I find friendship to be like wine, raw when new, ripened with age, the true old man's milk and
restorative cordial"... Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) Former President of the United States of America.

Membership Chairman Report
Hello Fellow Legionnaires:

February Greetings to each of YOU, an important member of our Legion Family...
January proved to be a busy month for the Auxiliary. What a winter storm…The weather is finally
indicative of the snow storms in Virginia that we had when I was younger.
On January 9th, we visited the Spotsylvania Post for the Easter Zone Leadership Workshop. It is always nice to see other posts and learn more about our organization. Thank you to the ladies that
attended.

After returning to the Post, Many of us enjoyed some FANTASTIC dishes at the International Dinner.
A lot of work went into the preparation of this Legion function and I know it was enjoyed by all.
Thank you to Marina Smith for your hard work and to the Auxiliary members that were able to assist.
During our Membership meeting, sadly, we draped the charter for our departed Auxiliary sisters,
Gloria Wells and five time past Unit 284 President Grace Hackney.
We are gearing up for our 4th Annual Wine Gala & Auction Fundraiser on February 6th. This is an
enjoyable social event which affords you to sample different wines, food, and catch up with friends.
We ask that each of you support this endeavor in some capacity by participating or circulating the
information out to all of your friends, co-workers, & relatives. Auction items and door prizes will add
even more fun. Gift Baskets, , Wreaths, and a Corn Ducks Unlimited Dart Board set, are just a few of
the items that will be auctioned. Tickets are available by contacting myself, any Auxiliary member,
the Topside, and EVB at 3012 Boulevard.
Next on the February Legion Agenda is the Sweetheart Dance hosted by the Sons of the American
Legion on February 13th. Tickets are also available at each of the same locations as the Wine Gala
Fundraiser.
Americanism Chairman, Betty Haney, is in need of Volunteers to participate in the FLAGS FOR 1ST
GRADERS project being held in February and March. This project entails visiting over 5,000 first graders within the Colonial Heights and Chesterfield School system and educating them on flag etiquette.
The Dinwiddie Elementary schools have been added to the program. American Flags and a Certificate
are dispersed to each of the children. Please contact Betty at 804-732-6229 or e-mail her at
wrhbkh47@yahoo.com. Transportation is provided from the Post to the schools for this event.
Our Education Chairman, Janet Rigney, will be accepting applications for Auxiliary Scholarships. Additional information can be obtained on the post web-site or by contacting Janet at 804-731-6286.
Mark your calendars for the Spring Conference March 11th-13th in Virginia Beach.
Until next month......

This February is going to be a crucial month for the Membership Office. I
would like to thank everyone who made an honest effort in new members and transfers
to Post 284. On Thursday January 14, 2016, we voted in 7 new members and 2 transfers.
If you see some new faces at our upcoming events, be sure to tell them “Hello”!
I would like to take a moment to address this year’s membership fee of $40.00.
National increased our dues by $5.00, and our post voted and accepted also increasing
the post dues to $5.00. This is the first time in over 10 years that the post has decided to
increase their dues. The portion of the dues that go to our post helps to pay for many
things. In the last 10 years, the cost for supplies, services and maintenance needs for our
post has increased exponentially due to the inflation of the economy. Therefore, a slight
increase, after more than 10 years, still doesn’t cover all of our expenses, but it certainly
helps. Please keep this in mind if this is the reason you have not renewed your 2016
dues.
As of 1/13/2016 Post 284 ranks 3rd in our district on our memberships. We
rank 2nd place in the state of Virginia’s XL (600 members or more) Posts. We currently
stand at 88% of our membership goal for this year. So, that means we are in need of 136
people to be new members, or pay their 2016 dues. We currently have 175 members
with outstanding dues. With that being said, we could exceed our goal if all of our current members remaining to pay their 2016 dues does so. I have placed a list of names in
the corridor at Topside’s entrance and a copy on the bulletin board in the elevator. If
you see your name, or the name of a friend or recruit, please give them a call, or simply
stop by their home to check on them, making sure all is well and friendly reminding
them to renew their dues.
Dues can be renewed by leaving an envelope with the $40.00 dues and your
membership information at Topside, dropping it in the mail or simply going online to
www.legion.org. If there is a financial reason for not renewing, please call me at the number below, so that we can see about giving you a hand. All financial assistance is confidential.
We are always looking for new members. If you know a veteran, ask them if
they are a member of the American Legion, if they aren’t, tell them about us, what we do
and even bring them Topside, which always has plenty of applications available behind
the bar. Remember, for IRS purposes, a DD-214 is needed for their membership to be
processed and the membership dues are now $40.00.
I hope that all have a wonderful February 2016!
Tonya L Meunier
Membership Chairman, Post 284804
840-2708, LegionMembershipPost284va@gmail.com

For God and Country,
Rita C. Feasenmyer
Unit 284 Auxiliary President
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If you See this on my
shirt, I am new. Introduce
yourself to me!

SAL Squadron 284
"I don't understand why Cupid was chosen to represent Valentine's Day. When I think about
romance, the last thing on my mind is a short, chubby kid coming at me with a weapon."
~Unknown

Changes of address:
Changes of address should be submitted to the Adjutant as soon as
known. The Adjutant can and will make the changes at National for
you. Address changes can be submitted to adj.post284@verizon.net; sent
to American Legion Post 284, Attn: Adjutant, PO Box 57, Col Heights,
23834-0057; or submitted to the Adjutant by phone message,
804-520-2338.
If you wish to be on the Post e-mail distribution list and receive items of
general interest to Veterans and their families, please send an e-mail to
adj.post284@verizon.net and r equest to be added. Messages ar e
sent out via blind copy and you may be removed at any time if you request.

Boys State for 2016 is here! Contact Commander Bob
Shumar if you want to be part of this exciting, life
changing Legion Program.

Our Chaplain, William Gibson, is a Notary Public.
He offers his services to the Legion membership.

The next AARP 55 Driver Safety Course, for individuals 55 years of age
and older, is scheduled for March 23, 2016. For infor mation, contact
Ray Spalek at 526-2668. Class time is 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM at the American Legion Main Building.

Me neither, but somehow the little guy wearing diapers, carrying a bow & arrow has marked the
holiday for as long as I can remember.
How'd he got the job? And why does he have a bow & arrow? Is it because “love hurts” or
somehow, searching for love is similar to hunting for a mate? No matter what, February is the
best month for this holiday because it’s usually cold this time of year and if you can find that
special someone, they will find a way to help keep you warm.
You can be sure Linwood, Mario and I will need to get warm somewhere, somehow after we
wade into the Atlantic during the Polar Plunge for Virginia Special Olympics on Feb 7. Squad
284 is proud to support Area 16 programs in the local area and we encourage you to open your
hearts and your wallets if asked to donate to this worthy cause.
The rest of the “Sons” will do their part by heating up the hall on Saturday, Feb. 15th starting at
8 PM for our annual Sweetheart Dance. Music will be provided by "Bustin’ Loose" and tickets
are only $15.00 per person. BYOB - Beer / Wine and Mixers will be sold at the bar (ABC laws
prohibit coolers). Tickets are available at the Topside Lounge, at the door or from any S.A.L.
member.
You’ll probably want to eat dinner before the dance. What better place than the Topside
Lounge? It’s a great place to meet and visit with other Legion family members because once the
music starts, it will be hard to hear yourself, let alone others. They serve great food and specials
in addition to regular menu items & all dinners include coffee or tea.
Our 2016 Lottery Match Calendar program is underway and cash awards are being mailed to the
lucky winners. This program is a big success again made possible by the support and effort of
our Squad members and others in our Legion family. Linwood Moore does a great job setting it
up and running the program throughout the year. I’m grateful for his support along with the rest
of the guys who contribute their time & talents. At the risk of my head getting cold, my hat’s off
to you!
You can keep up with our S.A.L. group any time of day on Facebook. Just type “sal284” in the
search box on your home page & you can find all the latest news, events and photos. Feel free
to post a note there with comments and suggestions.
Don’t forget to pray for our men and women overseas. We might not be able to give them a hug
where they are right now but we can send warm regards from our hearts.

GOD BLESS OUR TROOPS
For God and Country
Jeff Lee, Commander, Squadron 284
Jblee360@yahoo.com
804.605.1396
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Southern Virginia Chapter
of the

American Legion Riders

I am Jon Merrill, the 2016 SVALR Director for this, our 10th Anniversary of the SVALR and Post
284 70th. I want to start by thanking the Riders for putting their trust in me and Assistant Director
Phil Vaughan, Treasurer Marie Kaysen, Adjutant Skip Klaas, Sergeant at Arms Lee Lipscomb,
Chaplain Bill Beatty, Safety James Bolton, Ride Captain/Historian Bob Larue, and Membership
Mike Kennedy. All the Riders have a daunting task this year as we are hosting the 6th Annual
ALR Rally in September. We are looking for help from all parts of the Legion Family to make this
year a success.
Congratulations go out to Lee Lipscomb, who was named by Past
Director Skip Klaas as the SVALR Rider of the year for 2015. Lee
received a plaque that read in part: “Lee has volunteered over
450 hours of service to the Post 284 Legion Family as well as
other veterans and community organizations. He has taken part
in well over 95 separate Rider events throughout the year that
have include Post clean ups, American Legion Color Guard
events, memorial services, the Flags for First Graders program,
dignified flag disposal, support for McGuire Veterans Hospital,
extensive Post Bingo support, Patriot Guard Rider missions and
assistance at Dinwiddie Elementary School lunch program. Mr
Lipscomb’s individual efforts complied a total of approximately 10% of the entire SVALR support
hours for this year. When the Post or community needs a helping hand, they can consistently
count on Lee’s full support.” It’s this kind of devotion and dedication that makes our Post what it
is.

The International Dinner was amazing. The food was really, really great. And a Huge Thank You
to all the Riders who helped set-up, worked during the dinner, and helped with the clean-up.
Seemed like everywhere I looked I saw a Rider working. And they were always smiling.
The monument in front of the Post was dedicated on February 13th. Thank you to all who attended, and thank you Skip Klaas for making the monument happen.
By now we have all enjoyed the Wine Gala (especially the wine) put on by the Auxiliary. And we
all danced our shoes off at the Sweetheart Dance sponsored by SAL.

Jon Merrill
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Chaplain’s Report
1. Called and spoke with Vice Commander George Ahrend.
Sent sympathy card to him.
2. Visited with Bill Davis; he is doing well. Does not like the cold
weather.
3. Visited with Chaplain Ben Hawkins; he is looking very well.
Another Legionnaire that doesn't like cold weather.
Rev. Gibson

JLC1 - Rick & Sue Oertel attend JLC meeting w/Commonwealth leadership in
preparation for the Day on the HillJLC2- JLC Legislative Officer Rick Oertel,
DVS Commissioner John Newby, and JLC Chairman Bart Barton listen to House
Majority Leader Kirk Cox
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 284 SCHOLARSHIP

Post 70th Anniversary Committee
Good news to report for a great start to our anniversary year! The
International Dinner, while not breaking all-time attendance records,
went off exceptionally well. The 284 Legion Family found out what
its combined capabilities were, pulling off a non-catered dinner and
providing every aspect from setup to cleanup. An incredible amount
of work from some very dedicated volunteers, but we sure could
have used a few more on a mid-winter Saturday night. A special
thanks to all who made this event happen. With well over 1400
members, I hope those who could not turn out this time, will support
either the Auxiliary Wine Tasting or the SAL Sweetheart Dance this
month, or both.
Keep an eye out for our logo, in advertising and soon to be on products. Make a special effort to invite your non-Legion friends, neighbors and co-workers to attend our public events this year, and find
out what we are all about! January thru March are the months to
thank and pay special attention to our Vietnam Veterans. Show
them the appreciation of a grateful nation that so many did not receive when they returned home. Lastly, anyone having a good idea
for this year's events, have a contribution they or someone they
know has for the post, or would simply like to help, please give me
a call.

The Legion scholarship committee will be accepting applications for the 2016-2017
school year beginning 1 February 2016. Applications may be obtained from Chairman
Rick Oertel at all meetings; from the Post website (Forms/Miscellaneous Downloads); via
e-mail request to adj.post284@verizon.net; or by writing to the Post at our postal mailing
address (PO Box 57, Colonial Heights, 23834-0057). Applications will only be accepted
by mail (snail or E-mail)! Applications should be mailed to the Chair man’s home
address (which can be found below) or via attachment to an E-mail to
adj.post284@verizon.net. It is suggested that the E-mail return receipt function be used to
ensure the date of receipt is recorded. It is solely the applicant’s responsibility to ensure
that the Chairman receives the completed application by the due date, Friday, 8 April
2016. NO late or incomplete applications will be considered.
Eligibility/Instructions:
a. Son, daughter, or grandchild of an active or deceased Legionnaire of Post 284 with at
least three (3) years of continuous membership in Post 284.
b. High school senior or attending/accepted (attach acceptance letter) at an accredited
post-secondary institution.
c. Must have a 2.0 or better GPA to be considered.
d. Must be considered of good moral character.
e. Must submit application with all signatures and required information.
f. Must submit a 500-word essay on the following: Many of your rights as an American
citizen are defined in the Constitution but what do you believe are your responsibilities as
a citizen of the United States of America.
g. Most recent transcript must be included with the application (or submitted separately
from the school by mail). Do not wait for second semester grades to be added.
h. Application should include a list of school extra-curricular activities, community, and
church involvement. College freshman should submit both their college and only their
senior year of high school activities. All other college students should submit college
activities only

NOTE: Qualifying and complete applications are graded on all of the following: Military
Service, if any, including JROTC; GPA; School involvement; Awards and Recognition;
Community and Church involvement; Financial need; and quality of the essay. Please be
sure to include all of these elements. Scholarships are normally only awarded three (3)
times, however, extenuating circumstances, as determined by the committee, may extend
that number. Please note these circumstances if you have already received three awards.
Applications received early can be reviewed as they are received and any missing information can still be forwarded. If you wait until close to the deadline, applications will
most likely not be reviewed until after the deadline when it will be too late to submit
missing items. Incomplete or late applications will NOT be considered. NO Exceptions!
Good Luck.

Jim Althouse
Chairman
70th Birthday Committee
American Legion Post 284
505 Springdale Ave,
Colonial Heights, VA 23834
H: 751-0255
C: 516-4534

For God and Country,
Rick Oertel, Scholarship Chairman,
3831 Dunoon Rd, Colonial Heights, VA 23834-2609
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Day on the Hill 2016

New & long-time member recognition: We will have an initiation cer emony for
new members at our March 10th membership meeting. Any new member who wishes
to be initiated needs to contact the Adjutant at 804-520-2338 or
adj.post284@verizon.net not later than 4 March. All members with over 50 years of
continuous membership will also be recognized at this meeting. Members who with
their 2016 membership have reached their 50, 55, 60, 65 or 70th continuous year in
The American Legion will also be recognized with a certificate, pin, and cap patch.

Members with over Fifty (50) Years Continuous Membership:

Name

Years

Name

Years

Name

Years

Gerald J. LaJoie

73

Jay J. DeBoer

57

Bernard M. Leddy

54

Ludwig Hoge

68

John L. Hack, Jr.

57

James S. Schutt

54

Charles F. Birdsong

62

George F. Robertson

57

William B. Brockwell

53

James D. Blackwood

62

Herbert S. Small

57

William L. Gentry

53

Millard A. Palmer

62

Edward M. Wanzong

57

Robert W. Tatum

53

John H. Brockwell

58

Roland J. Fontaine

56

Frank O. Irvine

51

Joseph A. Lewis, Sr.

58

John W. Schoeb

56

Joseph L. Perkins

51

John H. Spiers

58

Ernest E. Payne

55

John E. Wills

51

Larry Tudor

58

Bobby L. Houchins

54

William R. Beale

50

Post 284 and Department leadership with Majority Leader Kirk Cox

If you are a long-time member of the Post being honored and need transportation to the
meeting on 10 March and home at the close of that meeting, please let the Adjutant
know so transportation can be arranged.

Post 284’s Will Gibson, Cdr Bob Shumar, Bill Feasenmyer, Terry Brentlinger,
Linwood Moore and Chuck Mederios “hanging” with Governor McAuliffe
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DAILY TOPSIDE HOURS OF OPERATION
2-8 PM

2-9 PM

SUN

2-9
9 PM

MON

2-9 PM

TUE

1

2

2 PM
2-9

WED

3

2-11 PM

THU

4

2-11 PM

FRI

5

SAT

6

Leadership
Meeting 6PM

7

McGuire
Breakfast
8AM

8

9

10

16

17

22

23

Membership
Breakfast 7 AM / Indoor
Cleanup 8 AM
*Monument Dedication*

SAL Sweetheart Dance
8 PM

18

19

20

26

27

Prom
40/8
7:30PM

25

Anniversary
Comm 6:15pm
Finance Comm
6:45pm

McGuire
Breakfast
8AM

28

24
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Dinner 6:30PM

Sons of The
American Legion
Mtg 7:30PM

Federal
Holiday

12
Legion Meeting
7:30PM

Dinner 7PM

15

21

11
AUX Meeting
7:30PM

4 Chaplain’s
Service 2PM

14

Auxiliary
Wine Gala
7PM

Chem 40/8
7:30PM

ALR Mtg
6:30PM

40/8 Brunswick Stew
resced from Jan 23

Exec Mtg
7:30pm

29

10

*** BINGO: Doors open at 5PM; games begin at 7PM***
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