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Pictures!

Upcoming events!

Anniversary Committee Update

Legion Family Officer Reports

This newsletter is published to keep the members and
friends of Post No. 284 informed.
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EVENTS ON THE RADAR
News & Views is the publication of Colonial Heights Post No. 284, The American
Legion, Department of Virginia. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep all members
of Post No. 284 informed about activities at their Post. The Legion Home telephone is
526-4167. Address comments to the Editor, Kathy Cunningham, PO Box 57, Colonial
Heights, VA 23834.

Boys State interviews are 12 April at 6:30PM.
Post elections are 12 May; bring your membership card!!!
Next AARP class is 25 May. Contact Ray Spalek at 526-2668 if you
have any questions.
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First Vice Commander
Second Vice Commander
Adjutant
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Chaplain
Finance Officer
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Service Officer
Historian
Mass Media & Comm
Athletic Officer
Sgt-at-Arms

Robert L. “Bob” Shumar
731-7580
George Ahrend
691-2399
William “Bill” Shill
218-1198
Richard C. “Rick” Oertel
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Edgar B. “Ben” Hawkins
520-1925
William H. Gibson III
536-1125
William “Bill” Feasenmyer
337-8753
Donald W. “Don” Dobrick
Terry Kris Brentlinger
400-4406
Louis M. “Lou” Vallette
721-8275
Amber Robinson
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Jesse Stacy
954-536-9501
William E. “Bill” Gilmore
520-7445
Robert G. Emerick
Richard L. “Doc” Jordan

President

AUXILIARY UNIT 284
Rita Feasenmyer

Commander

S.A.L. SQUADRON 284
Jeff Lee

605-1396

Southern VA Chapter, ALR
Jon Merrill

605-2061

Director

337-0905

Memorial Day is 30 May at the monument!
Boys State Orientation is 31 May at 7PM.
Boys and Girls State sendoff is 19 June.
Election of Post Officers for 2016-2017 ARTICLE II, SECTION 2a, of the post ByLaws states, “Members unable to attend the election of officers may vote by Absentee
Ballot, provided that they (member) request such a ballot and submit it to be received
by the Nominations Committee at least ten (10) days prior to the elections.” The election, if contested, will be from 1830-1930 on May 12, 2016. Absentee Ballots will be
available from the Adjutant (520-2338 - Leave name & phone # on message or e-mail,
adj.post284@verizon.net) beginning on April 15, 2016. Return mailing instructions
will be on the ballot.
For God and Country,
Rick
Richard C. Oertel

MEETINGS
General Membership (Post 284)
Executive Committee Meeting (Post 284)
Auxiliary Membership (Unit 284)
S.A.L. Membership (Squadron 284)
American Legion Riders
Jr. Auxiliary Meeting

2nd Thursday 7:30 PM
Last Thursday 7:30 PM
2nd Wednesday 7:30 PM
3rd Wednesday 7:30 PM
1st Tuesday 6:30 PM
2nd Thursday 7:00 PM

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
To Rick Oertel at 804-520-2338 or adj.post284@verizon.net
Building Rental Info: Contact Bill Feasenmyer at 337-8753 (cell)
NEWS & VIEWS EMAIL:
post284news@gmail.com Attn: Editor, Kathy Cunningham
POST WEBSITE: http://alpost284.x10host.com/
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Colonel John Banister Chapter
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution
332 South Sycamore Street
Petersburg, 23803
Dear Friends of the DAR,
The Colonel John Banister Chapter, NSDAR, would like to invite you to attend the marking of the gravesite of Revolutionary War veteran Lieutenant Elias Parker, to be held on
Saturday, April 16, 2016 at 2 p.m. at Blandford Cemetery, Petersburg, Virginia. We look
forward to seeing you there.
Sincerely,
Cassandra Barnes, 804-712-3406
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Building and Grounds Report
Hello and happy spring to all! We had a great cleanup in March, we stayed indoors, but with warmer weather we move outside! April’s cleanup will be focusing on the deck and power washing the fences on both sides. Bring your
work cloths and help us re-secure the deck boards and maybe prime the deck
for full coloring this year! The deck is destined to match the cook shed and pavilion with its warm green and red color scheme.
Meanwhile, April brings many other thing going on! We will be starting our
"mini" cleanups designed to give everyone an opportunity to volunteer for our
post. Most activities will last an hour or two and have one main goal. Check
main calendar for days, one a week from Tuesdays to Thursdays. From hanging
new lights to checking our fences for maintenance issues, we will do it all.
Another MAJOR thing happening is the city cleanup on April 30. Show up at
the community center to sign up and get a free T-shirt...and donuts, and come
back to the legion to walk the streets around our post. It is a small way we can
give back to our neighborhood. Meet by 7:30AM at the community center near
Sheppard stadium.
Michael Latham
804-835-3299c
Signdogopie@AOL.com
P.S. Mini weekday cleanup events are on the calendar!

From the Bingo floor, this just in, we have made a sign-up book so everyone
may have the opportunity to sign-up for many of the jobs available to the Legion family. Our Legion post is a leader in our community in giving, both monetarily and volunteer hours. The bingo program needs around 26-30 people
every Friday and Monday night for a variety of jobs. With enough volunteers,
everyone has fun working and our patrons are well served. We normally work short of people. Pick a night, pick a job, sign up and come have fun with us. Sign-in book will be in the
bingo hall on Fridays and Mondays and all other times will be available in the ground floor
topside entrance. Drop by and look through the weeks and sign up for a night or two...or
more a month! You can also see the many blank spaces of jobs open...that are not done
each and every bingo night. Come support your post support your community.
Michael Latham
Assistant Bingo Chairman 804-835-3299c
18

Though the color green is associated with March, St Patrick’s Day and
spring, it certainly isn’t moss because this post rolls too fast to have any of that
stuff sticking to it!
On 10 March we recognized our 50+ year members and conducted post initiations. The Spring Conference at Virginia Beach from 11 to 13 March was
memorable with balmy weather and the chance to meet National Commander
Dale Barnett. Additionally, many of our post members were involved in the
JROTC drill competition at Fort Eustis. Conferences are a great opportunity to
learn more about the legion, network with other committee members across the
department and socialize. If you have never attended a conference or convention you should.
On 19 March we celebrated the 97th birthday of the American Legion, the 70th
year of Post 284 and the service of the past commanders of the post. It is an
understatement to say it was a great evening and a huge honor to accept a
framed copy from Kirk Cox of a joint resolution commending Post 284 for its
70 years of service to the community, state and nation. That resolution was a
testament to the hard work, vision and dedication of the past post commanders.
Most of the living past post commanders continue to be active in all aspects of
the post’s business; many joined me up front that night. There were many
hands that made the night possible, but I particularly want to thank Vice Commanders George Ahrend and Bill Shill and Auxiliary President Rita Feasenmyer for all their efforts and Past Commander Jim Althouse for his chairmanship
of the 70th birthday committee.
Mother Nature tried a last zing on us for the first day of spring on 20 March,
but I think the warmer weather is here to stay – that means post clean-up!
Please come on out and help make our post a showcase. Mike Latham and the
Building and Grounds Committee have all kinds of projects that need to be
done. Our post is going to host the Department ALR Rally in the fall, so we
want to be all spic and span for that event!
Finally, our membership drive is important. Membership Chair Tony Meunier
and her daughters cold called dozens of veterans and had some notable success
in signing some up, but they can’t do it alone! Please, tell your friends and
neighbors who are eligible to join about this post and America’s best and largest veterans service organization…..The American Legion!
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
Bob Shumar
Commander, Post 284
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Past Commander’s Dinner

Auxiliary Unit 284
Spring Greetings to everyone… While I’m composing this letter Mr. Sunshine
is basking us in his warmth and temperatures are rising.
March was a very busy month for the Auxiliary and the Legion Family!
Thank you to all that attended the Spring Conference in VA Beach… Unit 284 had a
great showing in attendance, Poppy Contest Winners and also the donation to the Presidents Project- Habitat for Hope. Gary and his eight year old daughter Dominque Hope
are the recipients of the Habitat for Heroes home which will be built by Habitat for
Humanity in Hampton. Mr. Hope and his daughter attended the conference and are so
appreciative of this home. Dominique has also joined the auxiliary as a Junior Member
under her father and Mr. Hope is a new Legionnaire.
The American Legion Walk for Veterans led by National Commander Dale
Barnett was also well attended and boy what a work out. It was great to see all members of the Legion Family walking to bring awareness to our Veterans.
What a great 70th Year Celebration and Past Commanders Night. Much planning and preparation goes into these events. I want to THANK each of the Auxiliary
members who helped decorate the hall and assist with the Hors d’vours and dessert. It
was nice to see all of the past presidents together, but one thing stood out… There
were only 6 in attendance and only two others that could not attend. The remaining
past presidents are deceased. We need more members to step up and take on the leadership roles. While I was announcing my Officers and Chairman that have supported
me the past two years, there were many whose names were called twice, why? The
same members are carrying this auxiliary unit and taking on multiple positions. Our
unit has surpassed the membership numbers in comparison to this time last year with
over 350 and the same 10-12 are the ones that step up. Ladies, this is YOUR Unit, Get
involved. As the Commander indicated in his talk- 284 is the second largest Post,
However, UNIT 284 is the Largest Unit in the Department of Virginia and in order to
sustain, we need more participation.
It is that time of year where the nominating committee will be reaching out to
individuals to hold an office with Unit #284. If you are contacted please consider
chairing or being the vice chair to one of the awesome programs. We have a strong
unit and in order to keep it moving forward, help is needed from everyone. There will
be someone to mentor and assist you with a chairmanship, and I promise you will have
fun not to mention the reward of self-satisfaction of serving others.
We are now gearing up for the Annual Giant Yard Sale and Pancake breakfast
which is being done by the Legion Riders… on Saturday, April 16th. This will again
offer indoor and outdoor spaces. $25 is the cost which includes 2 tables. Please see any
Legion Rider for Pancake Breakfast Tickets and for a Yard Sale space, please contact
Aleta Perkins- aletapp@verizon.net, or 804-526-8227…
As always, I am here to answer any questions and look forward to seeing everyone at the April 13th meeting. Please remember to bring your side dish or dessert if
you signed up… Thank You!!

For God and County,
Rita C. Feasenmyer
Unit 284 Auxiliary President
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SAL Squadron 284

Changes of address:
Changes of address should be submitted to the Adjutant as soon as
known. The Adjutant can and will make the changes at National for
you. Address changes can be submitted to adj.post284@verizon.net; sent
to American Legion Post 284, Attn: Adjutant, PO Box 57, Col Heights,
23834-0057; or submitted to the Adjutant by phone message,
804-520-2338.
If you wish to be on the Post e-mail distribution list and receive items of
general interest to Veterans and their families, please send an e-mail to
adj.post284@verizon.net and r equest to be added. Messages ar e
sent out via blind copy and you may be removed at any time if you request.

Rehabilitation Information
Anyone who would like to join us is more than welcome! We are always in need of volunteers at McGuire. We go up every Sunday. On the
first, third and fifth Sunday of each month we meet at 8AM and have a
delicious breakfast. On all Sundays we leave the Post at 9AM for
McGuire in the Post van. Contact John Wills at 458-3236 for details.

Service Officer
For all Service Officer needs and inquiries, please call
Lou Vallette at 804-721-8275 or Bill Shill at 804-218-1198
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY,
Lou Vallette, Service Officer, Post 284
We have a dire need for Wheel Chairs, Rollators (walkers with a seat,
brakes and wheels) and Shower Chairs. Right now we are totally out of
these items. If anyone has any of these items they are not using, please
call me, Lou Vallette, and I will arrange for them to be picked up.
If you need a Power Chair, Cane, Crutches, Potty Chair, or Walker, call
me. I have plenty of those at the present time.
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"The sun was warm but the wind was chill.
You know how it is with an April day.
When the sun is out and the wind is still
You're one month on in the middle of May."
- Robert Frost, "Two Tramps in Mud Time"
I never really thought about it like that before, but I hope he’s right. I’ve about had it
with the cold weather. I want to get out and enjoy the outdoors, but you can be sure I
won’t hesitate to hit the “Snooze” button on the hibernation alarm clock as often as
needed if the snow and ice returns.

Everyone had a great time at the Past Commander’s Banquet last month where we celebrated the 70th anniversary of Post 284. The food, music and fellowship was wonderful and everyone (especially the ladies) pitched in to make the event most and a
worthy tribute to those who built this post into what it is today.
I could go, but it's hard to maintain focus - my thoughts keeps drifting back to that
sunshine…
We’re certainly going to need some of that on Saturday, April 16th because it's that
time of year again to fire up the cookers and pack them full of Linwood's Better Boston Butts! We will be cooking up on the hill over night so the butts will be ready for
pickup between 9 am – 12 pm Saturday, April 16th – just in time for lunch during the
annual post yard sale in the lower parking lot that day. The cost is $30.00 and tickets
are available at the Topside Lounge or any SAL member. Yum, yum – come get
some!
Yes, sunshine – like the warm feeling we get when we think about the support we get
from our Post 284 Legion family. Thanks to you, we are able to maintain and grow
funding programs such as Boys and Girls State, Comfort Warriors, scholarships for
local high school students and many others near and dear to our hearts. We couldn't do
it without you & for that, we are truly grateful.
Our squadron meets the third Wednesday of every month. Guests are always welcome
– maybe you have a son or grandson who would like to get involved? There are a lot
of activities and ample opportunities to serve the community – just pick from the calendar in the center of this newsletter or check out the upcoming events posted on Facebook at sal284. You’ll be glad you did.
GOD BLESS OUR TROOPS
For God and Country
Jeff Lee, Commander, Squadron 284
Jblee360@gmail.com
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Southern Virginia Chapter
of the

Past Commander’s Dinner

American Legion Riders

Greetings,
First, I want to compliment Commander Shumar, and all the members
who worked on the Past Commanders Dinner. It was a great night. This
being our 10th Anniversary, it was my honor to be asked to present our
past Directors. Present were Jim Althouse 2007, Lester Brewer 2009 and
2012, Penny Williams 2010, George Ahrend 2011, and Skip Klaas 2014
and 2015. There were also well over 20 Riders present.
On February 27th, several of us took the bus (and a couple were brave
and rode their bikes) to Quantico/Triangle Post 28 for their annual Bar-BQue fundraiser. It was a fun day to say the least. The food was wonderful, and the chance to sit and talk with Riders from other chapters made
the day a great time.

Squadron Commanders
From Left: Terry Brentlinger, Linwood Moore, Jeff Lee, George Dimirack and
Carl Brandt.

Coming up in the next month we are going to be busy. First, on March
26th, Sue Shaw and Bill Rose will be tying the knot at the Post. April
2nd we are riding to Newport News to support the start of a new American Legion Riders Chapter at Post 25. The next day we are travelling to
Post 144 in Sandston for the Annual Blessing of the Bikes. And then on
the 16th, we will be selling pancakes during the Auxiliary Yard Sale. The
Pancakes Breakfast will be $6.00 and will be cooked by the Riders. You
haven’t eaten until the Riders have cooked.
And that’s just the beginning of our main riding season. Still ahead some
of our major events are: Rolling Thunder, Ride for the Warriors, Law Officers Memorial ride to DC, and of course the 6th Annual American Legion Riders Rally we are hosting in September, and the McGuire Picnic.
And of course, all the events being sponsored by the Post in celebration of
our 70th Anniversary.
Until next month, enjoy the open road and stay safe.
Jon F. Merrill
Director, Southern Virginia
American Legion Riders Post 284
6

ALR Directors
From Left: Director Jon Merrill, Past Directors Skip Klass, George Ahrend,
Penny Williams, Les Brewer and Jim Althouse.
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Past Commander’s Dinner

Chaplain’s Report
1.

Mailed sympathy cards to the following families: a. Mr. William King
(Death of spouse), b. Ms. Ann Robins (Death of grandson), c. Mrs. Alice Todd
(Death of husband), d. Mr. William Ward (Death of spouse).

2.

Visited with Elizabeth Piecek at Southside Regional Hospital, gave her a get well
card from Legion. She fell and injured her right knee. Now she is in rehab.

3.

Called and spoke with Skip and sent sympathy card. Keep them in prayer!

4.

Visited with Bill Davis, he was glad to see me.

5. Ron Kimberlin called letting me know all went well with his surgery.
Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”

Rev. Gibson

Post Commanders
From Left: Commander Bob Shumar, Past Commanders Jim Althouse, John
Ronkartz, Terry Brentlinger, Willie T. Harris, Tony Morgan, Bill Feasenmyer,
Dave Pinelli, Lauren Bands and Hugh Cahill.

Auxiliary Presidents
From Left: Aleta Perkins, Pat Ashlaw, Rose Moore, Betty Michalek, Shirley
Puckett and current President Rita Feasenmyer.
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April will be a very busy month for us in the membership department. Due to the
revitalization drive at the state conference, we will be seeing a lot of new faces. If you
see some new faces at our upcoming events, be sure to tell them “Hello”! Thank you to
everyone that assisted in obtaining new members and transfer members last month, we are
getting closer to our 100%
An updated list of names for those with whom have not paid will be placed in the
corridor at Topside’s entrance and a copy on the bulletin board in the elevator. If you see
your name, or the name of a friend or recruit, please give them a call, or simply stop by
their home to check on them, making sure all is well and friendly reminding them to renew their dues.
Dues can be renewed by leaving an envelope with the $40.00 dues and your
membership information at Topside, dropping it in the mail or simply going online to
www.legion.org. If there is a financial reason for not renewing, please call me at the number below, so that we can see about giving you a hand. All financial assistance is confidential.
We are always looking for new members. If you know a veteran, ask them if
they are a member of the American Legion, if they aren’t, tell them about us, what we do
and even bring them Topside, which always has plenty of applications available behind
the bar. Remember, for IRS purposes, a DD-214 is needed for their membership to be
processed and the membership dues are now $40.00. Please remember, we have a Legion
family. We have almost 1100 members to date, and only 368 members within our Ladies
Auxiliary, plus we have the S.A.L and the Riders. If you know of anyone, spouses, grandchildren, children, etc. that qualify under your benefits, please encourage them, or as a
present, join them to our family at Post 284! Remember, our Legion Family numbers
count when it comes to getting the politicians to support us in all we do!
I hope that all have a wonderful April 2016!
Tonya L Meunier
Membership Chairman, Post 284
804-840-2708 Email: LegionMembershipPost284va@gmail.com
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MEET POST 284 VETERAN ADRIAN "SKIP" KLAAS

Post 284 up on Capitol Hill

As American Legion Post 284 celebrates its 70th anniversary,
the Post wants to share some of the stories about our veterans.
Skip, is just one of those stories. He is a Navy Vietnam veteran and military retiree with 26 years active duty. Like so many
of our members, his story is unique from other veteran's stories yet again there are shared feelings and experiences.
Skip's father was a Navy Seabee and, like most service families, they moved frequently. Throughout his early years he
lived in a wide variety of places including Guam, Kwajalein,
Morocco, California, Kansas and finally Rhode Island, where
he graduated from High School in 1962 . In 1965, while living
in Oxnard, CA, Skip was sent for his draft physical and in
Skip's words, "I knew I was not a fan of foxholes so I immediately joined the Navy before
getting drafted."

Rick Oertel with National Commander
Dale Barnett

Boot camp for him was in San Diego, CA and from there he left for Jacksonville, FL for
basic training as an aviation electrician and from there was sent to Whidbey Island, WA
for advanced training on the Navy's A3 attack bomber.
Shortly thereafter, he found himself assigned to Atsugi, Japan, with the Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron One. It is from this station Skip was regularly deployed to DaNang,
Vietnam, every three weeks asa member of the EC-121 air crew. In addition to his airborne aviation electrician duties, he also served as an onboard Electronic Intelligence
Intercept Operator. The mission of this aircraft was to provide threat warning for Navy
and Air Force attack aircraft by warning them about active SAM, AAA sites and active
North Vietnam radar activity in their area of operations. During this time Skip flew 150
missions over the Gulf of Tonkin.

Sue Oertel with National Auxiliary President
Sharon Conatser at hearing

Leaving the Navy after his expiration of his enlisted service, Skip returned home to attend
Augustana College and earn his degree. There he realized that flying and the Navy might
not be a bad idea and returned in 1972 as an officer after attending Aviation Officer Candidate School in Pensacola, FL. He subsequently served from 1973 to 1994 as an Airborne Electronic Warfare Officer in Spain, Washington state, Germany, Hawaii and finally Virginia.
Upon retiring from the Navy as a Commander in 1994, Skip had over 5000 flight hours,
700+ aircraft carrier landings and 150 combat missions.
After his military service Skip worked as a contractor for the Naval Space Command and
then the Navy Network Warfare Command in Virginia. Based on his experiences, Skip
advises those who have recently joined or are thinking of joining the military to stick with
it. Enjoy the experiences only the military can afford you and realize that there are things
that will be said and done which will frustrate or even anger you but remember those will
pass soon enough.

Rick and Sue Oertel and Bill Feasenmyer at National Commander Barnett's testimony before
the joint Senate and House Veterans' Affairs Committee in Washington D.C.

Adrian "Skip" Klaas we salute you and thank you for your service to our Nation!
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Post 284

Topside Lounge

Post 70th Anniversary Committee
April begins the second quarter of our anniversary year, and a step further
back in time, remembering our Korean War Veterans. It was the month of
June in 1950 that North Korea crossed the 38th Parallel, April of 1951 when
President Truman dismissed General MacArthur and only a year later when he
relieved Eisenhower so he could run for President. This quarter also saw both
the battle of Pork Chop Hill, and the resuming of peace talks. There is a lot to
remember and a lot to be grateful for from all those who served in that era of
conflict. Be sure to find them and thank them for their service!
The 70th Anniversary lapel pins are in! If you did not receive one at the Legion Birthday Dinner in March, look for the Commander at future events and
proudly display one on your hat, blazer, coat, etc. and don’t be shy about telling people what it represents. Our entire Legion Family has a lot to be proud
of for the many accomplishments over 70 years, and we want that word to go
out this year to more people than ever. Newspapers and flyers can’t tell the
whole story- YOU are the best press our Post can have.
Your committee continues to work new ideas, and build to improve on existing ones. Of course this quarter means Memorial Day, Flag Day (and the Dignified Flag Disposal ceremony) and Boys/Girls State. It also means Legion
Baseball season- please get out and support our teams. Buy an ad in the program for your business, or purchase a season ticket and give it to a Veteran.
All are important events and need your participation to succeed- the best thing
you can do is bring a friend or neighbor who has never attended one of our
events, and let them see for themselves the good that we do. Also them to look
forward to August 14th, when we are planning an open house for the public,
with something to see and do for everyone. Let’s work together and make
2016 a banner year!
Jim Althouse
Chairman
70th Anniversary Committee
American Legion Post 284
505 Springdale Ave,
Colonial Heights, VA 23834
H: 751-0255

C: 516-4534
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April 2016
DAILY TOPSIDE HOURS OF OPERATION
2-8 PM

2-9 PM

Sun

2-9 PM

Mon

Tue

2-9
9 PM

2 PM
2-9

2-11 PM

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

2-11 PM
Sat
2

April Fools
Day
3

4

5

6

McGuire
Breakfast
8AM

7

9
Legion Scholarships
Due

Leadership
Meeting 6PM

Building & Grounds
Committee Meeting
6:30PM

ALR Mtg
6:30PM

8

Chem 40/8
7:30PM

Membership
Breakfast 7AM
Cleanup 8AM

Mini Cleanup 5:30PM
10

11

17

12

18

13
AUX Meeting
7:30PM

Boys State Interviews
6:30PM

Mini Cleanup 5:30pm

19

20

McGuire
Breakfast
8AM

24

14

26

27

Mini Cleanup
5:30PM

10

16

Legion Meeting
7:30PM
Dinner 6:30PM

21

Sons of The
American Legion
Mtg 7:30PM

25

15

Mini Cleanup
5:30PM

Tax Day

22

23

Earth Day

Prom
40/8
7:30PM

28

Anniversary
Comm 6:15PM

DAR Ceremony at
Blandford 2PM

Passover Begins
29

30

Finance Comm
6:45PM

Passover Ends

Exec Mtg
7:30PM

*** BINGO: Doors open at 5PM; games begin at 7PM***
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